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Reflections on the Frameworks of Citizenship Education Studies: Exploring an
Indigenous Confucian Model

Jun Li
(Dept of International Education and Lifelong Learning

The Hong Kong Institute of Education)

Abstract

Theoretical frameworks are key to the studies of citizenship education, and have
received much attention. For example, Gabriel A. Almond and Sydney Verba adopted
a framework of political cultural perspective to publish their The Civic Culture:
Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations in 1960s. The IEA Civic
Education Study, lead by Prof. Judith Turney-Purta at the University of Maryland at
College Park, adopts a constructivist’s framework visualized with an octagon to
comparatively look into teenagers’ studies of citizenship among 28 countries. Not
satisfied with these traditional frameworks, scholars have started to construct some
new frameworks based on Chinese culture in recent years, e.g., Lee Wing On, Dean
of the Office of Education Research at the National Institute of Education of
Singapore proposes an Asian Model, based on the so-called relationalism from
traditional Chinese culture (Lee, 2003, 2010). Li (2010) also proposes a Confucian
approach of Knowing-Wisdom-Action, distilled from the Confucian ideas of
education and philosophy. This paper reflects on these frameworks and explores new
possibilities for the frameworks for citizenship education studies.

Keywords: Citizenship education, Theoretical framework, Civic culture, Indigenous,
Confucianism
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