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How Does Learning Study Enhance School-based Curriculum Development

ZHANG Yuefeng
(Hong Kong Institute of Education)

Abstract: Learning Study is a form of Action Research that focuses on students’
learning difficulties and judges the effectiveness of teaching based on student learning
outcomes. It provides teachers with a structured procedure revolving around collaborative
examining existing curriculum materials, planning, delivery and review of a Research Lesson.
Participants are generally a group of teachers who teach the same subject and/or year group,
and a team of experienced researchers. During the process, teachers develop their capacity as
a curriculum developer. Through detailed and scientific diagnostic pre- & post-tests and pre-
& post-lesson interviews, teachers’ understanding of their students’ learning is greatly
enhanced. Though only one research lesson is involved, teachers need to examine, adapt and
improve their existing curriculum, including content, teaching strategies and teaching
materials according to their students’ learning. Therefore, Learning Study provides a

scientific mode for teachers to develop their school-based curriculum in the long run.

Key words: school-based curriculum; curriculum development; Learning Study; action

research
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