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Clarification on the meaning of “Spirituality Education” and

its relationship with implementing EarlyChildhood Educational Reform in Hong Kong

Abstract

Background: “Spirituality Education” of children has gained more concern in recent years, but

there 1s a lack of consensus for its meaning. Some literatures regard Spirituality Education as

Religious Education, while quite many literatures have shown a close relationship between

Spirituality Education and Humanistic Education, which could be unrelated with Religious Education.

What is the meaning of “Spirituality Education” being mentioned by the ECE reformers after all?

Is it the former or the later? The Guide to the Pre-primary Curriculum (2006) proposed “Lifelong

learning” and “Holistic Learning” , affirming the need of child-centredness (Humanistic

Education) in curriculum. If so, there is a likelihood that “Spirituality Education” has a closer

connection with humanistic education than with religious education. It 1s therefore vital to clarify the

meaning of “Spirituality Education” for fostering the current early childhood educational reform.

This paper seeks to explore if Spirituality Education has been misunderstood by the early childhood

education practitioners with a result that hindering the implementation of educational reform.
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Focus of Discussion: Through literatures review and the author’ s interpretation, this paper attempts

to demonstrate that Spirituality Education 1s actually closely related with Humanistic Education and

Holistic Education. Spirituality Education shares similar elements with that of liberal studies, in

which the concerned areas and aspects of knowledge are widespread. Hence, it 18 not limited in

promoting Religious Education. And pedagogies adopted 1n Spirituality Education mainly emphasize

diversified and critical thinking. The rationales behind Spirituality Education are closely related with

that of Humanistic Education and Holistic Education. Spirituality Education has no direct relation

with Religious Education which emphasizes direct transmission of religious dogma.

Suggestion: In view of the importance of the role of Spirituality Education played in early childhood

educational reform, early childhood education stakeholders are encouraged to distinguish the

differences between Religious Education and Spirituality Education. The early childhood educational

mstitution should discriminate between them, and to practise their school-based curriculums and

pedagogies in accordance with their schools’ missions and religious backgrounds. It is hoped that

the authorities could tolerate and accept schools with different missions, religious and cultural

backgrounds, to provide them opportunities for receiving school vouchers.

Keywords: Spirituality Education, Religious Education, Early Childhood Educational Reform
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