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Abstract
Play has been integrated into early childhood education since Froebel’s time. This study
investigates German kindergarten children’s free play arrangement and its role in the early
curriculum. A participant observation was conducted for 20 days to examine children’s free play
in two kindergartens which were selected according to some preset criteria. Four teachers were
interviewed to tap their conceptions and understanding of play. The Early Childhood
Environment Scale-Revised was used to aid the observation and provide more information about
the settings. Results indicate that the physical environment of the kindergartens support
children’s play. In addition, free play took up most of the time of kindergarten program, and it
was arranged before every event. Play was regarded as learning by teachers. Free play has a vital
role in German kindergarten curriculum.
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