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Curriculum development in a time of globalization: Value-added intelligence

Abstract

Background: Under the impact of globalization and technological development,
many countries in the East Asian Region have embarked on the road towards
curriculum reforms in basic education in the rapidly changing educational context.

Aims: The paper attempts to discuss and explore that under the impact of
globalization, the trend of curriculum development in education is to equip students
with multiple intelligence that will help them adapt to the environment in future. To
successfully implement curriculum reforms, the capacities of instructional and
curriculum leadership of school leaders are of key and crucial importance.

Discussion focus: Based on Toffler’s (1980) theory of “The Third Wave”,
Friedman’s (2005) assertion in his book, “The World is Flat” and Cheng’s (2006)
conceptualization of “Three Waves in Education Reform”, the paper analyses the
impact of globalization and information technology on education reforms. It also
explores what the trend of curriculum development is in today’s educational context.

Conclusion: The trend of curriculum development is to equip students with
multiple intelligences that will help them adapt to the future environment. These
intelligences  include  social-networking intelligence,  economic-managerial
intelligence,  political-decision  making intelligence, scientific-technological
intelligence and cultural-moral intelligence. As a successful school leader in the 21st
Century, he or she should realize the importance of instructional and curriculum
leadership in implementation of curriculum innovations.

Keywords: Globalization, curriculum development, value-added intelligence
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