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OUTCOME-BASED LEARNING (OBLY 1n HK

olniversity Grant Commitice (VGC)
Roadmup document in Junuary, 2004

ol s poal improvement and enhancement in
student learning and teaching quality (Stonc.
2005) :

WiaT 1S OBL?

o sct clearer standards with observable outcomes

oudvocute  the importance of education beyond
fearning process

o vmphasize the learning processes thut would lead to
planned and speciticd learning outcomes

oprovide a platform to make teaching und learning
more explicit und transparent

tnduchy 020 D andven, M08 Oramond . 2006)

o Outcome-Bused Education meuns clearly focusing and
organizing everything  in o an education  system
around what is essential for !l students 1o be
able to do successtully at the end of  their
learning eapericnces.

Spandy ([Ougy

o An cducational process which is bused on trying tu
achieve certain specilied outeomes in terms of
individual student learning, Educational
structures and curriculum are recarded s means
not ends,

(Willis & Rissane, 1995y

WHAT 1S LEARNING OUTCOMES?

o learning outcomes is what a learner knows or can
dooas w oresult ol learning. In response 1o the
needs o the socicty, the use of Tearning outcomes
has evolved.

Otter (1WM2)

oOutcomes are clear, observable demonstrations of
student Tearning  that oceur alter o sienificant

sel ol Jearning eapericnees.,
Spndyand Murshall (o

o learning vutcomes are statements of what
fearners i expected to know., understand and/or be
able 1o do ut the end ol a period of Tearning. It
is clearly stated that outeomes are what learers
can actually do with what they know und have
fearnt,

GosTing and Moon (2001)




CHANGES AFTER THE  IMPLEMENTATION OF (BL

o OBL provides ways for curriculum design to shift
the teurning and teaching Tocus to what students
can actually do alter their Tearning eapericnces.

(Ecclestone. 19990 Hurden et ado, JUM: Spady, 19y

othe whole curriculum usually starts with o sct of
desired Tearning vesults, which puts the Tocus on
the development of the learners,

(Deiager & Nicusenhars., 2008)

olt is u puradigm  shilt  from o traditional
teaching-oriented/content-oriented  system  to g

student-oriented system.
(Hirden et al.. 1999 Hartel. 2000)

MERETS 0F OBL

o helps to significantly improve student performance
Prosser ot gy 2000 1 Andeea, 2004 )
o ullows students to have o clearer understanding of
whit  they should learn in a course and this
enhances student autonomy and learning motivition
and encourages  self-directed learning  cadim, - do0i:
Depager & Nrcusenhuis, 2005, Eoclestone, 1w Spads . o) ’
opct beyond  meaningless’  percentuges und mirks
and provides students with o broader und more
tramsformative cducation (Spads. tud) o
oproviddes  clear  wouls  and  eapectations i
ASSCENSSmMCNt theraper & Nieuwenhars, Mi0d) '

ThE Sty

o Data collected from the course:
Fnhancing Teaching o Small Classes of the
Protessional Development Course for Small Cliass
Teaching 1o Primary Schools

oPurticipants:

43 in-service primary school teachers

o Research Tools:
e Ouestronnadre
o Individual interview

CILOS OF THE COURSE:

o ClLLO;: comprehend the effects of cluss size on
pupils’  tearning )
o C1LO,: develop an understunding of small class.
teaching in Hong Kong and other places
o CILO: adapt teaching in small classes to cuter. l.f‘u'i"
Colearner diversity L
o CILO: make adaptations in classroom organizution «
and ussessment with respect to teaching ine

smitl 1 classes

THE Stuny

The wim of this study is guided by the following
rescirch questions:

o Tu what eatent do teachers perceive the course
fearning objectives can enrich their knowledge to
be w professional teacher?

o To whut extent do teachers perceive the course
Fearning objectives cun enrich their skills to he
ioprofessional teacher?

o To whiat extent do teachers perceive the assessment
tasks help them to achieve the course fearning
abjectives?

o To what extent do teachers perceive the teaching
and learning activities help them to achieve the
course Jearning objectives?

QUESTIONNAIRE DATA

TEACHERS™  PERCEPTIONS OF LEARNING ORIECTIVES IN
ENRICHING THEIR  RNOWLEDGE

Learning Objectives AMean S

1 Comprehend the eflects of class size on pupils leaming || 6303 | porks |

2y Develop an understanding of snall class teaching in 10300 | 63008

Hong Kong and other places R

3} Adapt teaching in sl classes o cater for learner 18810 | 63055

diversity .
4 Make adaptations in classtoom organization and 47009 mm}‘)“
L assessment with respect (o teaching in siall classes | !




TEACHERS'
INENRICHING THEIR SKILLS

PERCEPTIONS OF LEARNING OBJECTIVES

assessiment with respect o teaching in sinall classes

Learning Objectives Mean S
31 Comprehend the effects of class size on pupils” leammg | g 7907 55883
61 Develop an understanding of smalt class teaching i 46512 | 601271
Hong Kong and other places T -
7y Adapt teaching in small classes o cater for learner J 7907 | S38R3
diversity o
81 Make adaptations in classroom  organization and JO512 | 61271

TEACHERS™  PERCEPTIONS OF ASSESSMENT TASKS [N
ACHIEVING THE COURSE LEARNING OBIECTIVES

Assignment Tasks Mean i S.D

9)  Presentation help vou |
() Comprehend the effects of elass size on pupils” learning. |4 7907 67463

iy Develop an understanding of small class teaching in _“,74” 71451
Tong Kong and other places. :

i) Adapt teaching in small classes 1o cater for learner 1709

620063
diversity
tv) Mahe  adapations in classroom organization  and 17209 ] 0062
assessment with respeet to teaching in small classes.
10, Essays helps you
1) Comprehend the effects of elass size on pupils fearning. | 483721 01452
(i) Develop an understanding of small class teaching in 4.7907 | 67465

Hong Kong and other places.

il Adapt teaching in small classes to cater for leamer 18K37| 06222
diversity, )

(ivy Make adaptations in - classroom  organization and 16977 67383
. | 073K

assessment with respeet to teaching in small classes.,

TEACHERS
ACTHEVING THE COURSE LEARNING OBTECTIVES

PERCERTIONS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING ACPIVITHS IN

Teaching and Learning Activities Mean S0
. Lecturing helps yo cqns
1. 1 Bhelpsyou ) - S0000 | 65463
() _Comprehend the effects of ¢ ¢ on pupils” learmng,
i svelon o gy g e teschine |
tiny Devek hoan understanding all class feaching in sooo | 57738
___ Hong Kong and other places
tithy Adapt teaching in sl classes 1o cater for leamer 50535 | 59543
- dnersiy,
tiv) Mahke ild:l])!i'\!iullﬁ in L‘lll.\"\'l‘(llltll‘ organization  and 49302 | 0343
__ . assessment with respect o teaching in small classes.
2 Gre iscussi Aps yo . <
l' sroup discussion hf.l| s you _ . . 197607 | SH23
i Comprehend the effeets of class size on pupils” learning,
i Develop an understanding of smadt class teaching in <
ti) Dewve poan unde tanding of small class teachmg 17074 | 75078
- long Kong and other places, 1
(§11] .'\dilpl' teaching in small classes W cater Tor learer 49767 | 51123
dnersity, ;
tivy Make adaptations in classroom organization and 18837 | seson

assessment with respect to teaching in small classes.

TEACHERS™  PERCEPTIONS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES IN
ACHIEVING THE COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Teaching and Learning Activities Mean S0

13. Case stadies hielp you

(i) Comprehend the effects of class size on pupils” feaming. | 5.0000 | 57735

|

tiny Develop an understanding of small class teaching in 1 8605

: 063023
Hong Kong and other places

ity Adapt teaching in small classes o cater for leamer

) 8140 1 54580
diversity,

1

tiv) Make adaptations i classroom organization and 19070
assessment with respeet to teaching in small classes.

32017

INTERVIEW DATA

POSITIVE FEEDBACK

o “The

instructor provided us with muny examples

and rescarch Tindings of SCEoin different places.
We had discussions Trequently in class to eachange
teaching

oy ideas  abowt the
stratesies and  assessment. Al
helped me 1o achieve the ClHOs.

curriculum,
those

in

return

o “Lecturing helps me understand the theoretical
knowledgee in osmall cliss teaching.,  Group
discussion helps me comprehend the real situation
in dilferent schools and | ocun share my opinion
amd have  professional  interaction  with  other
teachers, Case studies help me to know well in
amtlyzing and examining the school reviews. and
then establish the school-bused small cluass
teaching approuches.’

o I agree that 1 operform better when the CHOs
were presented clearly in the heginning and my
real understanding  of  the learning during  the
caurse can be oreflected clearly in the results of
the presentation and essays oo,




FEEDBACK o CAssessment  isoa kind ol school policy and
developed on the agreement of most of the school
o I think we huve cquipped well with the knowledge members. The common situation in school is: when
und skitis necded for small cluss teaching ulter some teachers eapressed  that - the  traditional
this course. But 1 doubt i all of them are summative assessment (e.g. exumination) should not
applicable in our wsual teaching practice. [ think be the only way 1o assess students’  perfomance.
we might need to keep refining and modifying our some may argue i0 o there are any other better
skills in order to cope with the real situation or alternatives-ut the end, they still have to use
shen facing difficult kind of teaching problems. summative assessment. But | owould say, us one of
Anyway, | do think the knowledee and skills learnt the policy makers in my school. we did muke
are the foundation of wdapting teuching in small daptations in assessment with respect o teaching
clusses and they wre uselul. in small clusses. So, 1 think this may invohve
school policy and have difficultics when carrying
dut.’
j o The key Tuctor contributing to the positive
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION ? perception?
| e The format ol OBLY
o OBl is an approach where teaching and lewrning | e Other?
activities are developed 1o support the leurning o Learners’ need
aulcomes, I
it & Tz 2007y o Many voncepts that are reluted (o OBL are alreudy
i part of course culture.
oo dilferent extents. the course developer and

instructor  huve  been consciously  or sub-
consciously using OBL approaches.




