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Abstract: This paper describes and analyzes the changes of the entering tone of some
representative dialects in the Pearl River Delta with a synchronic comparison. It aims to
reveal the similarities, differences and interactions between those dialects, and to observe the
changes of the less dominant dialects as they come into contact with the local dialects. It is
found that after a long and close contact with Cantonese, several dialects in the Pearl River
Delta have undergone a series of changes and adjustments in the entering tone. The result
shows that the level of economic and cultural development is the crucial factor in determining
the success of a dialect in language competition. On the other hand, the fact that less
dominant dialects are gradually moving towards the dominant dialect demonstrates the
impact of language contact on dialects.

Keywords: Pearl River Delta dialects; dialect contact; Cantonese; yin entering tone



