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Fig 1. The major outcomes of TDG project 

 



Our spoken corpus 

 A spoken corpus of the English of Hong 

Kong and Mainland Chinese learners has 

been established and analyzed in order to 

 

(a) identify Hong Kong and Mainland 

university students’ recurrent difficulties 

in  English pronunciation learning 

   

(b) suggest possible remedies that may 

reduce or eliminate such difficulties 
 

 

 

 

 



Our spoken corpus 

 

This corpus contains roughly 14.5-hour 

recording data from two speech tasks 

 

 4 hours of reading-aloud  

     8 hours of interview 

    

    - 22 Mainland students 

      - 50 Hong Kong students 

 

 

     

    



The spoken corpus is to identify Hong Kong 

and mainland university students’ 

pronunciation features in… 

 

Three areas of segmental features  

Vowels, consonants and syllable 

structures 
 

 

Four areas of suprasegmental features 

word-level stress,  pausing, linking and 

intonation 

 



Users can 
 

1. browse the recordings by speakers’ 

biographic information  

    (e.g., the birthplace, the major, the age)  

 

2. search the recordings by the 

pronunciation features they are  

     interested in. 

 



A Corpus–Based Pronunciation 

Learning  Website 

 

(http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress / ) 

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress
http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress
http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress


Main page of corpus website 

 

http://corpus.ied.edu.hk/phonetics/ 

 

http://corpus.ied.edu.hk/phonetics/


 









Main page of corpus website 

 

http://corpus.ied.edu.hk/phonetics/ 

 

http://corpus.ied.edu.hk/phonetics/


 

 

  

 
For Graduate students: 

 A workshop on Praat applications was held at HKIEd 

campus to help students use the Praat in analysing their 

English pronunciation data. 

 

For Undergraduates: 

 Students of HKIEd are encouraged to use this system 

during or after class for self-access. 

 

For Teachers 

 This website provides abundant pronunciation teaching 

resources and pronunciation practice for teachers and 

learners. 

How to make use of this corpus-based 

learning website? 

 

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress/learning_website/praathome.htm


THE STUDY OF THE INTELLIGIBILITY IN 

ESL CLASSROOM 

 

THE APPLICATIONS OF THE CORPUS: 



Aims of the study 

To identify the pronunciation aspects that are 

crucial for intelligible pronunciation in actual L2 

classroom from in-service teachers’ point of 

view;  

 

To investigate how teachers help their students 

successfully understand L2 classroom input 

through teachers’ self reflections; 

 

To explore the most frequently-used 

pronunciation teaching strategies teachers used 

to rectify students’ pronunciation. 



We made use of the features found in our 

corpus and compile a questionnaire to 

investigate 

 

1. the intelligibility,  

2. pronunciation adjustment strategies, and  

3.  pronunciation teaching in L2 classroom  

 

       

Questionnaire Survey 

Questionnaire on pronunciation teaching from HKIED (for Hong Kong teachers).pdf


Participants 

   We have collected 47 questionnaires 

from in-service  primary and secondary 

school teachers in Hong Kong and 

Mainland China. 

 

25 are from Hong Kong  

22 are from mainland China 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Major findings 
 

The pronunciation features of your students that 

may impede the intelligibility in classrooms 

 
HK teachers  

• “Voiced TH// is pronounced as/d/” (M=3.60), 

• “Syllable-timed rhythm”(M=3.56) 

• “Deletion of final /l/” (M=3.48) 

ML teachers 

• “Syllable-timed rhythm” (M=3.27) 

• “Inappropriate sentence stress” (M=3.23)  

• “Absence of linking” (M=3.23) 



The most common pronunciation-related 

adjustment strategies  

 
 

HK teachers  

• “Contraction avoidance” (M=3.88) 

•  “Sentence stress emphasis” (M=3.88) 

•  “Repetition” (M=3.84)   

ML teachers 

• “Repetition”(M=4.45), 

•  “Speech rate modification” (M=4.18) 

•  “Segmental-level enunciation” (M=4.18) 



The most frequently-taught  aspects of 

pronunciation in your language lesson  

 

  

 

HK teachers  

• “Consonant clusters”(M=3.28) 

•  “Word stress” (M=3.24) 

• “Sentence stress” (M=3.16) 

• “Pausing” (M=3.16) 

 

ML teachers 

• “Voiced or voiceless” (M=3.95) 

•  “Word stress” (M=3.95) 

• “Intonation” (M=3.86) 

• “Sentence stress” (M=3.82) 



The most common pronunciation 

teaching strategies  

 
  The result reveals that ML teachers apply 

significantly more pronunciation teaching 

strategies than their HK counterparts. 

 

  Both ML and HK teachers deemed “Modeling 

the correct pronunciation” and “Reading aloud” 

as their most frequently-used teaching strategies 

in their classroom.  

 



Teachers’ responses reveal that the features 

compiled by the researchers are quite 

common to their students in both ML and HK.  

 

 Most of the teachers do not think the 

features impede the intelligibility in classroom 

so much as they have been very familiar with 

their students accents. 

 But how about 

  HK teachers vs. ML students? 

  ML teachers vs. HK students? 

  HK teachers vs. Minority students in HK? 

 



Next Stage 

• The existing corpus will be further 

expanded to 20 hours by collecting more 

authentic recordings in a natural setting,  

  

   e.g. students’ group discussion, classroom 

interaction 

 



Next Stage 

Next project:  

   Corpus-based feature analyses of Hong 

Kong/Mainland university students’ spoken 

English 

 

 

 



Next Stage 

• The aim of this project is to develop the 

research team’s expertise in corpus 

construction and linguistic analysis at 

discourse, syntax and phonology levels.  

    

   It is hoped that the multi-facet analysis of 

this spoken corpus will make valuable 

contributions to the field of corpora and 

language learning.  

 



Q & A 




