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Discussion of the transmation from of demonstrative

pronoun to personal pronoun of “he”

— in Chinese translated Buddhist Sutra from East Han to Northen denisty
Abstract

In Modern Chinese, "He " is a third person pronoun. But in ancient Chinese, people used to
repeat or just omit the third person. After the medieval period of ancient time, the personal pronoun
begins to be used in Chinese Language. "He " was firstly used as a demonstrative pronoun and
refers to non-living things. Some scholars had argued about when did "he" actually become a third
person pronoun. The key debate is on how to determine a third person pronoun, which influences
their opinion of when is the first times that third person pronoun being used. Some scholars have
pointed out that this is related to the transition and development of Buddhist. This research,
therefore, selected 27 Chinese translated Buddhist Sutras from East Han to Northern density in
ancient China. And will analyze each “he” in Buddhist Sutras, sentence by sentence, to distinguish
the usage of each “he”. After that the analysis will start from three angles, these are syntax, the
target of a demonstrative or a personal pronoun and the collocation). The aim of this paper is to
explore how and when did "he" developed from a demonstrative pronoun to the personal pronoun.
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