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A Corpus-Based Online English 
Pronunciation Learning Website 



Our spoken corpus
A spoken corpus of the English of Hong Kong 

and Mainland Chinese learners has been 
established and analyzed in order to   

(a)identify Hong Kong and Mainland 
university students’ recurrent difficulties 
in English pronunciation learning

(b) suggest possible remedies that may reduce 
or eliminate such difficulties



Our spoken corpus

This corpus contains roughly 12-hour 
recording data from two speech tasks

 4 hours of reading-aloud 
 8 hours of interview

- 32 Mainland students
- 50 Hong Kong students



The spoken corpus is to identify Hong Kong 
and mainland university students’ 
pronunciation features in…

Three areas of segmental features 

Vowels, consonants and syllable structures

Four areas of suprasegmental features

word-level stress,  pausing, linking and 
intonation



Users can

 browse the recordings by speakers’ 
biographic information 

(e.g., birthplace, gender, age) 

 search the recordings by the pronunciation 
features they are  interested in



A Corpus–Based Pronunciation 
Learning  Website

(http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress / )

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress


Please use the Mozilla Firefox Web Browser to view the website.

(http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress / )

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress


Main page of corpus website

http://corpus.ied.edu.hk/phonetics/

http://corpus.ied.edu.hk/phonetics/










http://ec-

concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/

wordpress/exerciseIndex.html

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress/exerciseIndex.html




Praat Beginners’ Manual

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/phonetics_and_phonology/wordpress/learning_website/praathome.htm


For Undergraduates:

Students of HKIEd are encouraged to use this 
system during or after class for self-access to 
practice.

In my Year One phonology course, for example, students 
were encouraged to use the online pronunciation 
website that our team created to conduct their 10-week 
self-access learning activities and prepare reflective 
reports with their pronunciation learning portfolios.

How to make use of this corpus-based 
learning website?



For teaching training program:

In PGDE phonology courses, students were required 
to collect sound samples, research the first language 
phonology and its impact on second language, and 
share their knowledge of specific speech communities 
with the class. The recommended spoken corpus was 
one of the resources for them to collect to analyse the 
authentic data. 

How to make use of this corpus-
based learning website?



How to make use of this corpus-based 
learning website?

For Graduate students:

A workshop on Praat applications was held at HKIEd 
campus to help students learn some hands-on 
techniques in Praat to analyze their speech data.

Sample lesson plans and materials in ENG 1326/5212/6212

Lesson plans for undergraduate and postgraduate courses.docx


For Frontline Teachers：

This website provides abundant pronunciation 

teaching resources and pronunciation practice 
for teachers to use in their classes. 

How to make use of this corpus-based 
learning website?



A Corpus-Based Online Mandarin 
Pronunciation Learning Website 

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/Mandarin_Pronunciation/

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/Mandarin_Pronunciation/


http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/Mandarin_Pronunciation/

http://ec-concord.ied.edu.hk/Mandarin_Pronunciation/


The spoken corpus contains:

• 8 hours recording data of Mandarin spoken tasks 

(reading of monosyllabic words, reading of 

multisyllabic words, reading of passage, and free 

speech) from Hong Kong university students

• phonological annotations of the recordings mainly 

focused on segmental features (vowels & consonants) 

and suprasegmental features (tone & retroflex finals)

Our Spoken Corpus



Our Spoken Corpus - Browse



Our Spoken Corpus - Search



 Task 1: Reading of monosyllabic words

Our Spoken Corpus –



 Task 1: Reading of monosyllabic words

Our Spoken Corpus



 Task 2: Reading of multisyllabic words

Our Spoken Corpus – Spoken Tasks



 Task 2: Reading of multisyllabic words

Our Spoken Corpus



Our Spoken Corpus

 Task 3: Reading of passage



Our Spoken Corpus – Spoken Tasks

 Task 3: Reading of passage



Our Spoken Corpus

 Task 4: Free speech



Pronunciation Practice



Pronunciation Practice



Pronunciation Practice – Tongue Twisters



Pronunciation Practice - Songs



Pronunciation Practice - Jokes



Pronunciation Practice - Jokes



Useful Resources



Useful Resources



Useful Resources
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