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• IELTS as an exit requirement for undergraduate students 

• Students’ lack of evaluative judgement and understanding 
assessment standards 

• Collect authentic student exemplars and develop teaching 
materials related to IELTS writing 



Definition of terms 

‘Exemplars’: Samples produced by students (and 
sometimes teachers) and used to ‘illustrate 
dimensions of quality’ (Carless et al., 2018, p. 108)

‘Evaluative judgement’: ‘the capacity to make 
decisions about the quality of work of oneself and 
others’ (Tai et al., 2018, p. 467)

Carless, D., Chan, K. K. H., To, J., Lo, M., & Barrett, E. (2018). Developing students’ capacities for evaluative judgement through analysing exemplars. In D. Boud, R. Ajjawi, P. Dawson, & 
J. Tai (Eds.), Developing evaluative judgement in higher education: Assessment for knowing and producing quality work (pp. 108-116). London: Routledge. 

Tai, J., Ajjawi, R., Boud, D., Dawson, P., & Panadero, E. (2018). Developing evaluative judgement: Enabling students to make decisions about the quality of work. Higher Education, 
76(3), 467-481. 



Steps to 
incorporate 
exemplars into 
EAL writing 
instruction  

Step 3 Adopt a reflective and dialogic 
approach

Step 2
Select and modify writing exemplars 
to demonstrate a continuum of 
quality

Step 1 Develop writing assessment 
standards



Step 1: Developing assessment standards 

• A clear set of assessment standards or writing rubrics (Carless & Boud, 2018; Tai et 
al., 2018)

• Different domains of writing (e.g. content, language, organization, style) with clear 
descriptive statements differentiating various levels of achievement

• Course objectives?

• Course content?

• Learners’ needs? 

• For Ss with a lower English proficiency…

• First language

• Written in simple language

• More focused, simplified

Carless, D., & Boud, D. (2018). The development of student feedback literacy: Enabling uptake of feedback. Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education, 43(8), 1315-1325. 

Tai, J., Ajjawi, R., Boud, D., Dawson, P., & Panadero, E. (2018). Developing evaluative judgement: Enabling students to make decisions about the quality of work. Higher Education, 76(3), 467-481. 
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Step 2: Selecting and modifying writing 
exemplars to demonstrate a continuum of quality

• Exemplars are different from ‘model essays’ because they illustrate a 
continuum of quality (high, average, low) (Carless et al., 2018)

• Three ways of selecting and modifying writing exemplars:

• Include exemplars of different lengths (e.g. sentence-level, paragraph-
level, essay-level)

• For weaker students, sentences in an exemplar which are important can 
be highlighted or underlined so that students can focus on the salient 
features

• Wordings or phrases that may cause confusion need to be revised

Carless, D., Chan, K. K. H., To, J., Lo, M., & Barrett, E. (2018). Developing students’ capacities for evaluative judgement through analysing exemplars. In D. Boud, R. Ajjawi, P. Dawson, & J. Tai (Eds.), 
Developing evaluative judgement in higher education: Assessment for knowing and producing quality work (pp. 108-116). London: Routledge. 









Step 3: Adopting a reflective and dialogic approach 

• Create exemplar-based pedagogic tasks which are reflective and 
dialogic in nature (Hendry et al., 2016; Carless et al., 2018) 

• Tasks can be designed to promote students’ reflective thinking by:

• Asking students evaluative questions

• Phrasing questions using the keywords found in the assessment 
standards

• Asking students to give examples from the exemplars as evidence

Carless, D., Chan, K. K. H., To, J., Lo, M., & Barrett, E. (2018). Developing students’ capacities for evaluative judgement through analysing exemplars. In D. Boud, R. Ajjawi, P. Dawson, & J. Tai (Eds.), 
Developing evaluative judgement in higher education: Assessment for knowing and producing quality work (pp. 108-116). London: Routledge. 

Hendry, G. D., White, P., & Herbert, C. (2016). Providing exemplar-based ‘feedforward’ before an assessment: The role of teacher explanation. Active Learning in Higher Education, 17(2), 99-109.









Use of 
exemplars 
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Routledge. 
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writing. Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education. 



Points for discussion

Affordances of using exemplars

• Promote students’ understanding of rubrics

• “I think it could be better if we talk about these [requirements in rubrics] while reading the 
exemplars, integrating these two, and no need to explain them separately. It is meaningless to 
explain them separately. For example, when we talked about pronouns, we might not know 
how to place the pronouns in a sentence. We need to learn how to use.”

• Facilitate comparison through peer and self—assessment 

• “When we use exemplar, we would automatically compare our own articles with the exemplar, 
thinking about the differences between our articles and the exemplar, then I know what I 
should improve on.”

• “You can compare, because he (the teacher) gave two passages. So, while you are comparing 
the two passages, you can consider why this gets higher mark, or somehow, to learn the… how 
to say… to learn from this comparison, and to improve your writing skills.”



Points for discussion

Limitations of using exemplars 

• It is difficult to select ‘appropriate’ exemplars for analysis.

• “I am not sure if the exemplars were the original ones from some students or were modified a little bit 
by the teacher. I hope the teacher could do some modifications on it, to cover as many points of 
descriptors as possible.”

• It is time-consuming to analyze exemplars.

• “Due to the time limitation, we could only read 2 exemplars. If possible, I really wanted to read more 
in class so that I could learn more.”

• It may limit students’ thinking. 

• “I would be limited by the structure and cannot think of something else and new. When you attend a 
test, without any exemplars, you would not know how to structure, how to group.”




