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Abstract

Zhang Hui-yan, an influential scholar of literary criticism in the Qing Dynasty, is widely
known for the Changzhou Ci School and the Selection of Ci. By contrast, there has been little
discussion made in his contributions to Fu study. Actually, Zhang’s early study of Fu had a
huge influence on the development of his method of literary interpretation. Therefore, an
understanding of Zhang’s thoughts about Fu would help us understand his method of criticism
for Fu and other genres. This dissertation undertakes to put the missing puzzle back to the
picture of the contemporary Zhang Hui-yan scholarship by examining previously understudied
materials of Zhang’s study of Fu. Zhang’ work Selected Works of Fu from Seventy Writers will
be re-examined in the method of bibliography and close reading, and his thought of Fu will be
summarized by literary theory and his actual annotation. At the same time, in response to the
discussion about the academic origins of Zhang’s thought of Fu, Zhang’s academic background
and method will also be analyzed to clarify the academic origins in Zhang’s thought of Fu.
Finally, there will be purports to reveal Zhang’s status and effect by discussing Zhang’s own
creations. The dissertation is divided into six chapters. The first chapter aims to review the
current literature of Zhang Hui-yan study and explains the significance of focusing on his
thoughts about Fu. The second chapter points out the value of Selected Works of Fu from
Seventy Writers from the perspective of classical philology and delimits the scope of this study.
The third chapter excavates Zhang’s thoughts about Fu from the preface and annotation of the
Selected works of Fu from Seventy Writers. Chapter Four firstly reveals the shortcomings of
previous studies on the origin of Zhang’s Fu criticism, and secondly, clarifies the origin of
Zhang’s thoughts evidenced by traces from a comprehensive review of Zhang’s method for Fu
criticism. From the perspective of literary history, the fifth chapter compares the characteristics
of Zhang’s Fu study to the work of Rhymed Fu and Ancient Fu scholars. In addition, going

beyond his criticism, Zhang’s own works of Fu are examined for a better understanding of his



theory about Fu. Conclusions of the dissertation will be given in the sixth chapter.
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