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Abstract

The Curriculum Guidelines in the Field of Chinese language Education (Primary One to
Secondary Six) (2017) pointed out that the goal of language learning is to improve students'
language literacy through the appreciation of the beauty in the contents and in the forms of
literature, providing creative learning experiences, and cultivating students' aesthetic judgment
ability and taste. However, at present, the number of classic literature in Chinese textbooks for
primary schools in Hong Kong is very limited, and the arrangement is biased. The current
Chinese language textbooks pay too much attention to the instrumental nature of language
education and ignore the humanistic nature, which makes the atmosphere of learning Chinese
dull and students' learning motivation also drop. This study explores the influences on the
language literacy of about 150 pupils in Primary Five by incorporating classic literature into
their Chinese textbooks. This study adopted the method of qualitative and quantitative analysis
and conducted pre-and post-test experiments of non-equivalent experimental control groups
in the Primary Five of the school. The study lasted for one year with a combination of methods
including questionnaire survey, in-depth interview and document analysis to examine the
influence of classic literature learning on the language literacy of students. The results show
that incorporating classic literature works into textbooks can help improve students' language-
applying ability, interest to read and literature appreciation ability. Specifically, the progress
of the experimental group’s language-applying ability and literature appreciation ability was
much greater than that of the control group, and their reading interest was also greatly
improved, however, there was no obvious change in the reading habits. The study suggests
that the proportion of classic literary works in Chinese textbooks should be increased while
texts with relatively low-quality contents should be reduced. In the Chinese language class,
teachers should provide students with opportunities to appreciate literature; In the aspect of
outcome assessment, it is also appropriate to increase the proportion of questions regarding
literature appreciation and analysis, so that to evaluate students' language literacy from
multiple perspectives.

Keywords:Classic literature, language literacy, language teaching materials
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