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Clockwise, from top left: an online course in circuits and electronies with an M.L.T. professor (edX);
statisties, Stanford (Udacity); machine learning, Stanford (Coursera); organic chemistry, University of
llinois, Urbana (Coursera).
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IN late September, as workers applied joint compound to new office
walls, hoodie-clad colleagues who had just met were working
together on deadline. Film editors, code-writing interns and “edX
fellows” — grad students and postdocs versed in online education —
were translating videotaped lectures into MOOCs, or massive open
online courses. As if anyone needed reminding, a row of aqua Post-
its gave the dates the courses would “go live.”
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EdSurge News Research Events  JobsBoa

Udacity Official Declares MOOCs ‘Dead’
(Though the Company Still Offers Them)
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The MOOC is not dead, but maybe it / / \
/1)

2 years old
ANALYSIS | 4/04/18 Is the MOOC really dead - or is that what a fool believes? asks Rolin Moe.
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Latest Updates  Maps and Cases  Vaccine Tracker  State of Play for K-12  Markets & Economy

Remember the MOOCs? After
Near-Death, They’re Booming
The pioneering online learning networks offer hard-earned

lessons for what works and what doesn’t with online
education.
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Growth of MOOCs
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The most common
MOOC model
The “x” represents a commercial
MOOC, that is, offered through
commercial or semi-commercial
platforms such as Coursera, edX and
Udacity.

These MOOCs emphasize a
traditional learning centered in
playing videos and conducting small
test-type exercises. The course is
developed around a homeroom
teacher and basic curricula.

Big Open
Online Courses
These are similar to xMOOC, but the
course is limited to the number of
participants (usually no more than
50 students.)
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Connectivity
MOOC
The “c” stands for connectivist
MOOCs. These cMOOCs were the first
to emerge. These courses emphasize
creating knowledge through
students, on creativity, autonomy,
social and collaborative learning.

Courses are similar to postgraduate
seminars: subjects are just a starting
point to engage in discussions
among participants, and therefore,
the main part of learning resides in

the interaction among them.

Synchronous Massive
Online Courses
The differentiating factor of these
courses is that they're live classes,
and students are connected online
simultaneously.

Distributed Online
Collaborative Courses
In these courses, material is
distributed among students from
different institutions, but the
management of these courses
varies, because the DOCC model is
not based on a pedagogy centered
on a single “expert” or institution in
particular, but rather the contrary,
DOCC are built from the experience
of participants coming from diverse
institutional contexts. Students
can communicate online with their
classmates in otherschools.

Small Private
Online Courses

SPOC use the same infrastructure
of MOOCs, although their scope is
not massive and can include closed
elements in their contents.
These courses have a limited nhumber
of participants, similar to BOOC but,
with student-teacher interactions
based on the conventional
classroom model. In fact, they're
similar to the flipped classroom

model.
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reform Use the MOOC to reform pedagogy ™ i

Transformation What pedagogical principles
could be explored in the new
ecology, combining the MOOC
with the course, leading to new
practices?

Learner-driven
Community-orientation
Facilitated as opposed to
instructed

Preparation What new skills and attitudes to
learning are needed?

Support What alternative types of
support may be needed?

Evaluation How can we draw on the Big
Data MOOC(-supported)
learning environments
generate?




Key questions

e What could you do with a MOOC that you
can’t (easily) do without?
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Key questions

e What could you do with a MOOC that you
can’t (easily) do without?

e Will you be open to changing
your pedagogical beliefs and practices?
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