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ABSTRACT

In 2019, Hong Kong conducted a very mass social-political unrest movement. Society was mainly separated

into two mainstream political ideologies: someone wants to have some changes, and someone wants to be

stable. The social unrest affects even includes consumption behavior, friendship, etc. The social unrest that

took place in 2019 signified a considerable difference in political viewpoints and dramatically changed Hong

Kong's political scene.

Therefore, some people pursued some political changes at that time but also some people didn't want much

change at the same time. And most of the government supporter is the middle-class people of Hong Kong. So,

it is to explore if the core value of stability and security from them is significantly broken, how these middle-

class people think about social stability.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Statement of the Problem

A very mass social unrest political event in 2019 in Hong Kong highly changed the current political framework
in Hong Kong. Furthermore, social unrest developed into different camps of people with different political
perspectives. One side wants to have some change or response by the government with the demands of some
specific political issue, and this side of people is mainly the teenagers of Hong Kong, who are good at using
social media or technology devices. However, the other side of people wants society to become stable and
reject some illegal activities and riots to propose some political demands. Moreover, these people can be
recognized as pro-establishment camp people and stand with a conservative political perspective, the same as
the government’s. These people are mainly middle-class people in Hong Kong and pursue a long-term stable

society in Hong Kong.

Therefore, due to the high unrest in 2019 in Hong Kong, the camps of left-wing people and the pro-
establishment camps created a different political scene at that time. Furthermore, examining the pro-
establishment camp's growth and perspective is essential. It makes sense within the context of political

socialization. since knowledge of it is necessary to comprehend the dynamics of political attitudes, convictions,



and behaviors in Hong Kong. Thus, this study aims to learn more about the perspective of pro-establishment

camp members on social stability in the wake of the 2019 social unrest.

1.2 Research Purpose

As mentioned, Hong Kong faced a significant political-social event in 2019. Furthermore, it has affected Hong
Kong's economy and politics for around one year. However, the pro-establishment camp pursues a stable
Hong Kong and does not want the political demands from the other side to have a massive impact on Hong

Kong’s society, economy, and security.

According to Kay & Friesen (2011), when the fundamental principles of stability and security are significantly
compromised, it can lead to discontent and annoyance among those who support the government. Therefore,
exploring how the government supporters or pro-establishment camp people think about social stability after
the tremendous social unrest in 2019 in Hong Kong is crucial. In short, their core value is social stability; what
they will think of social stability and security in damage are expected to be found in their perspective in this

exploration study.

Therefore, it is vital to find out what a “good Hong Kong” is from their point of view in this exploration study.
Moreover, the reasons why the right wings refuse some political demands proposed by the left wings are also
expected to be shown in the research results. The interview also aimed to investigate their reasons for rejecting

the political demands of the left wing.

1.3 Research Question

e What is the view about social stability from the perspective of a "government supporter™?

The research question will be to find the viewpoint of government supporters on social stability. To prove the
say from Kay & Friesen (2011), What is their thought if the security and stability are out of their expectation?

Therefore, the research question is designed on this premise.
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However, recognizing the focus group also needs to have a clear explanation. The research selected the people
who voted in the 2023 District Council Ordinary Election for the research sample because it aims to divide
the interviewees into government supporter or pro-establishment camp people. This setting may not prove that
those people voting in the election fully support the Hong Kong SAR government. Although it cannot be
proven that these people fully support the Hong Kong government, it is still possible that they partly agree
with the government's policies. At least, these people were voting under the government's call; they did not
dislike or have any boycott movement to the government's call. Therefore, choosing the people who voted at
the Hong Kong District Council Ordinary Election 2023 is the way to measure the people who are the

government supporters in this exploration study.

CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Research Framework

The research framework provides a basis for the study, and it divides the research into two significant
frameworks: the social system and the middle class in Hong Kong. And this will be mentioned again in the
conclusion part. The two research frameworks can study the potential changes in political socialization in
Hong Kong and explore their perspective on the perception of stability and security. As mentioned before, if
the core value of stability and security is broken significantly, it can create a sense of dissatisfaction and
frustration among government supporters. Therefore, the social system can be studied in terms of how
government supporters affect the system and how it relates to middle-class people. This is because most of
the government supporters are middle-class people in Hong Kong under the observation, and they may have
favorable financial conditions, which means they may hold wealth or have some success in their careers.
Therefore, it is essential to determine their perspective on whether the core value of social stability is broken.
What will they think about social stability, and what is their standard to determine or measure their social

stability.



2.2. Background

The 2019 social unrest has significantly impacted different sectors in Hong Kong, including society,
economics, culture, consumption behavior, and moral values. History shows how vital stability and peace are
to the people of Hong Kong. However, it is also necessary to look back to the dark history and review what

has been done and impacted in the darkest unrest moment in Hong Kong.

In June 2019, this substantial anti-government event was started. The riot in 2019 was sparked by the left-
wing people who rejected the government's announcement on April 3, 2019, that they intended to pass a bill
enabling the extradition of criminal suspects from Hong Kong to Mainland China. During the unrest moment,
the left-wing people conducted different large-scale protests and riots to express their political demands,
including possessing or having some destructive behavior activities in government buildings or some stores
that stand with the pro-establishment camps. The continuous destructive behaviors were very harmful to
society, and some of the necessary public emergency services also needed to be shut down or stopped for
service periods, such as MTR, car roads, universities, governmental buildings, etc. The political-social event

also quickly went from expressing their political demands to an anti-government activity (Holbig, 2020).

In this period, the society in Hong Kong was mainly separated into two mainstream political ideologies:
someone wanted to have some changes, and someone wanted to be stable. Nevertheless, the left-wing side
had different activities to isolate the pro-establishment side. The most common thing is doxing; the personal
information of some of the government supporters will be spread into various platforms, such as LIHKG

Forum and Telegram, which has highly affected the personal safety of the government supporters.

One of the reasons that doxing was common at that time was because the movement was mobility and allowed
people to rely on the internet and social media. The protests grew from peaceful mass gatherings in the city
center to violent clashes across much of Hong Kong. The left wing was faced with well-trained and well-
equipped local police forces. Furthermore, the young protesters developed a philosophy of resistance "Be

water” (Anderlini, 2019). The left-wing aimed to separate the manpower into different districts and let the
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limited riot police force become challenging to handle their illegal assembly. The mobility and rapid
movement allowed the whole event to rely on the internet and social media. Therefore, the internet and social
media spread various resistance activities against government supporters, including doxing. According to
various statistics, police arrested 7,800 people, prosecuted more than 1,200 people, and confiscated more than

3,700 mobile phones related to the mass protests (Wong et al., 2020).

Finally, the National Security Law was distributed to address the protests against the extradition bill that
started in 2019. Therefore, on June 30, 2020, the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress

passed the National Security Law to resolve the situation.

2.3. Social System
This part will explore the relationship between social stability, government support, and system dependence.

However, it is mandatory to understand the social system clearly as a premise first.

Kay and Friesen (2011) argue that a functioning system needs social stability. A social system cannot thrive
if its members vehemently oppose any change. However, it is also essential to maintain social stability for the
system to function correctly. Therefore, striking a balance between social stability and social change is crucial,
and recognizing the factors that can disrupt this equilibrium can provide insights into why specific systems
fail. Additionally, the failure of a system can catalyze addressing underlying social conflicts. In short, if the
people reject change, that system may not be improved. If the core value of stability and security is
significantly broken, it can create a sense of dissatisfaction and frustration among government supporters (Kay
& Friesen, 2011). This can contribute to social unrest and protest movements as individuals mobilize to
express their grievances and demand change from the government. So, an equilibrium between social stability

and social change is indispensable to understanding the contexts that tilt this balance too far.



2.4 System Dependence

According to system-justification theory (Jost & Banaji, 1994), individuals tend to uphold their beliefs about
social systems, including the norms, rules, and structures associated with them, as valid, even when presented
with evidence to the contrary. This means people employ different psychological strategies, such as relying
on stereotypes or justifying their beliefs, to support and protect their social systems (Kay et al., 2009).
Therefore, social institutions vary significantly in how much they control individuals' lives. For example, for
students, the legitimacy of their university is more important psychologically than the legitimacy of other
systems on which they are relatively less dependent. This means that the people who are satisfied with their
focus will only care about the other policies a little (Kay & Friesen, 2011). In short, system dependence also
supports authorities representing the system (Van et al., 2011). If this logic is applied to this study, it may be

the police department, government announcements, political leaders, etc.

2.5 Middle Class in Hong Kong

After the handover of Hong Kong from British colonial rule to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
of the People's Republic of China, Lui (2003) studied the middle class and examined their political inclinations
in the transformed political landscape. The research findings suggest that the middle class in Hong Kong
typically does not take a leading role in political reform, as they tend to maintain conservative values and
show minimal interest in politics (Brown & Jones, 1995). This is attributed to the belief among middle-class
professionals, administrators, and managers in Hong Kong that success in their careers results from their
efforts rather than relying on government welfare or support. Consequently, they do not perceive the need for
autonomy and power to shape a new political future, instead focusing on safeguarding their interests amidst

societal unrest.
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CHAPTER 3

METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Method and Design

The study applied the qualitative research method and conducted six interviews. Furthermore, the study has a
purposive sampling of 3 persons who have a government background and three persons who do not have a
government background. Government background means those three persons were employed by the
government currently or before. The reason for setting this sample is that the people employed by the
government undoubtedly support the government and show their loyalty to the government. On the contrary,
the people, not the civil service cohorts, they may not obey and support the Hong Kong government fully.
They may have viewed the situation from the same perspective as the government during the 2019 social
unrest moment, but it is still possible that they would reject some policies from the government. Therefore,
the opinions from these two groups are also valuable, and the interviews can explain more personal interaction
and the collection of detailed, in-depth information from participants. The interviews can also involve open-

ended and follow-up questions with a conversation or discussion format.

Moreover, the study covered the political issues in Hong Kong because the study will include some parts of
the 2019 social unrest in Hong Kong. Due to the current legal and political framework, the study will minimize
the risk of contrary to the National Security Law or any national security level sentences. The study only
started from the view of government supporters. The interview participant also selected the people who voted
in the 2023 District Council Ordinary Election for the research sample. Therefore, the study will not have any
perspective from the insurgent person. The main focus of this study is how socialization agents influence their
political views. Moreover, it is essential that all the information related to the interviewees remain confidential

and will be identifiable by codes known only to the researcher.

However, recognizing the focus group also needs to have a clear explanation. The research selected the people

who voted in the District Council Ordinary Election for the research sample to divide the interviewees as
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government supporters or pro-establishment camp people; this setting may not prove that those people voting
in the election support the Hong Kong SAR government. Although it cannot be proven that these people fully
support the Hong Kong government, it is still possible that they partly agree with the government's policies.
At least, these people were voting under the government's call, and they did not dislike or have any boycott
movement to the government's call. Therefore, choosing the people who voted at the Hong Kong District
Council Ordinary Election 2023 is the way to measure the people who are the government supporters in this

study.

At the same time, the study targeted people aged 50 or above to study the commonalities in the age situation
of government supporters. As mentioned, the government supporters are mainly middle-aged people with the
middle-class social ladder. They may not fully support the government during the 2019 social unrest moment

in Hong Kong, but they may stand the viewpoint identical to the Hong Kong government.

3.2 Participants

As mentioned, the research cited people aged 50 or above and their occupations. Selected three persons have
a government working background; some come from a background of the disciplinary forces, and some do
not come from disciplinary forces but also have a government working background. At the same time, the
study chose three persons who had no government background. The study chooses the people who voted at
the 2023 District Council Ordinary Election to divide the government supporters or the pro-establishment
camp people. This setting may not prove that these six people fully support the government or only support
some of its policies. At least they are comfortable with the government's call and do not have any boycott
behaviors. However, the opinions of these 6 people may not represent all the government supporters.

Nevertheless, they represent some of the thoughts of the government supporters.

In the process of different interviews, all the interviews also have fully explained the consent form and the
questions from the interviewees. However, All the respondents refused to sign the consent form because they

wished their name was confidential. Therefore, all the interviews were conducted with pseudonyms, the
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researcher read the consent form to the respondent, and the respondent verbally consented to the researcher
after listening. At the same time, the respondent acknowledged that the recording would be deleted on

December 1, 2024.

3.3 Data Collection and Analysis

e In-depth interview
The interviews were conducted from February to March 2024. All the interviews are face-to-face and selected
with a silent place to protect the interviewee's privacy. Furthermore, all the interviews finished in 30-35
minutes. The results from the interview were used as qualitative analysis. The interview aims to study their
perspective on the social stability in 2019 Hong Kong. The in-depth interview has designed the interview
question. However, the interviews have a conversation and open-ended discussion format, and some questions

may differ from the designed questions.

e Research Procedures
The Ethical Review Approval was submitted on November 16, 2023. The study started immediately after the
supervisor received the submission. As mentioned, the interviews are mainly conducted from February to
March 2024. The consent form and interview questions were thoroughly explained to all participants.
However, the respondents declined to sign the consent form to maintain confidentiality. As a result,
pseudonyms were used during the interviews. The researcher read the consent form to each respondent, who
verbally agreed to participate. Once the interview was finished, a transcription was created, which involved
recording the audio with the interviewees' consent. Additionally, the respondents were informed that the

recordings would be deleted by December 1, 2024, and they acknowledged this.
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CHAPTER 4

RESULT

4.1 Background Information

To begin with, the interview started with at least 24 questions. As mentioned, the interviews have a
conversation and open-ended discussion format. Therefore, some of the questions may be different from the
designed question. The answers from the six respondents were then combined as a script in the appendix. The
study interviewed three people with a government working background. There are two ladies and one
gentleman, ages ranging from 49 to 56. Two of them have a law enforcement agency background, and one of
them is not from the background of disciplinary forces. Their ranking is as follows: two of them worked as an

inspector/ supervisor level of rank, and one of the interviewees is a rank-and-file level officer.

Next, another three interviewees were two gentlemen and one lady, aged 45 to 54. All of them do not hold a
background in government work currently. However, one of the interviewees in this group was in service for
the Auxiliary Medical Service, which is also an auxiliary disciplinary force under the Security Bureau.
Nevertheless, considering the interviewee resigned from his duties in the Auxiliary Medical Service before
the 2019 social unrest, this interviewee is divided as a non-government working background people. In
addition, one interviewee is currently working for the MTR, and the MTR is privatized as a corporate company
right now; this respondent is also, for this reason, divided as a non-government working background

government supporter.

As mentioned how to divide a government supporter in this study, all of the respondents are voted to the 2023

District Council Ordinary Election.
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4.2 Summary of the Result

The one-to-one and face-to-face interviews deeply understand the perspective on social stability from the
government supporters or pro-establishment camp people. The format of conversation and open-ended

discussion also shows different perspectives on it.

e Social Stability
Firstly, all respondents disliked the confutation in society, were unacceptable to social disorder or illegal

activities, and displayed no violent behaviors.

A respondent said, "l hope the people can remain rational and harmonious when pursuing some political
demands. At the same time, | think society's economy is extremely important. They cannot stop society.
Moreover, | think some of the compulsory, if stopped, will have a huge impact, such as medical and public
services. Many services, whether transportation drivers or fire services, cannot be shut down. At that time,
there was also some strike activity, and the airport operation was stopped several times, which is unacceptable.
Many destructive behaviors may even be involved in it, so | think everything must be under the premises of

peacefully and rationally when expressing political opinions.”

When asking the respondents how to divide as “confutation or disorder activities,” they also believed that
society should not be shutting down for the other side of people pursuing their political opinions. Moreover,
they recognize that the following behaviors are illegal: strike movements, protests, and isolation of different

stores from political perspectives.

Another point to draw attention to the perspective on social stability in 2019 social unrest is the government
supporter, or pro-establishment camp people claimed that the people of left wings can peacefully express their

political viewpoint, and it will be unacceptable if it turns into illegal behavior or disruptive activities.
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A respondent with a non-government working background said, "I wish that the gap between rich and poor
can be narrowed down, and the housing issue in Hong Kong also needs to be solved. There will be fewer
conflicts when the economic environment is stable, and people are satisfied with their living quality. People

will have more trust in the government.”

The perspective of social stability from the government supporter with no civil service working background
IS concerning as to why the conflicts have come out. Furthermore, social unrest may be the trigger point that
causes people to show their dissatisfaction with society. The housing price and the gap between the rich and

poor may be the reasons for the social unrest movement.

In short, these two groups of people also have their standing points. One side focuses more on the legal aspect
and the impact on society due to their working background. The other side is more focused on the potential

reason for the conflict. However, their commonality is that they also want society to become stable and safe.

o Middle Class
Due to the research setting of this study, the study wishes to study the commonalities of the age situation in
government supporters. Therefore, the age range of the respondent is 45-56. The following section will discuss

some thoughts or perspectives that appear because of their age.

When asked about their viewpoint on social unrest, some of them have the following response.

A respondent who has a government working background said, "I think most of the time, the people are
affected by the environment and trends. Many services and stuff were shut down then, interfering with my
daily life. For example, some strike people advocated for others not to go to work or not to school, or there
were blockages to the roads and highways. At that time, | think the more they stop me from working, the more

I must go to work."

16



A respondent with no government working background said, "Come on, | need to work. No matter how the
change is, I still need to eat; what can | eat if I lose my job? Dear juniors do your best in your responsibilities,

and you will get promoted, and your salary will be upgraded. You can buy everything you want at that time."

The respondents with a government background are more likely to focus on the legal aspect. They reject social
disorder activities and illegal actions. The respondents with no government working background are similar
but more concerned about their jobs, and they do not wish their jobs and working days to be affected by the
social unrest. They do not want social unrest to affect their job opportunities and promotions. The
commonalities of these two groups are that they do not want social unrest affecting their interests, including

jobs, finance, or other aspects.

Commonalities in Age Range

As mentioned, this study is about the commonalities in age range based on pre-observation, which observed
that the government supporters were mainly middle-aged people in the 2019 social unrest moment. Therefore,
the study restricted the age range to middle-aged people. However, the study also asked the interviewees about

this issue to demonstrate that this is true.

Question: Do you agree that people with the same political values are of the same age as you?

A respondent who does not have a government working background said, "Yes, | agree with that. My
colleagues are quite young, so the sign of youth will deliberately prevent me from expressing my political
stance in the relationship between colleagues and me. Furthermore, | am glad my office does not often discuss

politics at work."

A respondent with a government working background said, "Yes, | think most blue people are middle-aged;
we are uncle and auntie, right? It might be because our focus point is different. We only want society to go

back to a peaceful and flourishing Hong Kong. Moreover, we hate some disruptive behavior in Hong Kong."
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In response to whether people with the same political values are similar in age, two groups of respondents
provide their perspectives. The first group, which does not have a working background in the government,
agrees with the statement. They mention that their colleagues are young, allowing them to avoid discussing
politics with their colleagues. They also express relief that politics is not frequently discussed in their

workplace.

The second group of respondents, who have a government working background, also agree with the statement.
They mention that most people with similar political values are middle-aged and refer to them as "uncle and
auntie." They focus on wanting society to return to a peaceful and prosperous state, and they strongly dislike

any behavior that disrupts Hong Kong.

These responses indicate a correlation between political values and age. The first group of respondents
suggests that having similar political values allows for smoother relationships with people of similar ages. The
second group of respondents highlights the prevalence of middle-aged individuals sharing similar political
values and their desire for a stable society. Overall, the respondents agree that people with the same political

values are likelier to be of a similar age.

Further discussing with the respondents, they pointed out their thoughts on social stability.

Question: Do you agree with the social trend? Do you have some thoughts on politics?

A respondent with a government working background said, "Actually, | do not care about politics since | was
young. The education in our generation did not encourage us to talk about politics. However, as more and
more media appear in society, the speed of receiving information becomes faster. As a result, life is also
political. It evolved into me thinking that the world is also political. Even if I do not want to understand politics,
politics will affect me. Because the world is changing so fast, and the information brought by different
channels such as YouTube channels or WhatsApp groups is also huge, it gradually influenced me to spend

more time understanding politics.
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Although the interviews purposive sampling of the interviewees 45-56 years old, it can be shown that their
responses agree with the indicated correlation between political values and age. Some of the respondents also
pointed out that their education may focus less on politics, which makes them not have a strong feeling and

sense to structure a comprehensive political perspective.

CHAPTER 5

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

5.1 Discussion on the Research Result
Chapter 4 has quoted some of the responses from the respondents, which provide a clear understanding of
what they were thinking in 2019. In this chapter, it will further discuss and explain on some specific

phenomena.

To begin with, it is essential to note that the middle class in this study is not actively leading the charge for
political reform. Lui (2003) suggested that no matter the 1997 British handover of Hong Kong to China or the
other political events afterward, the middle class in Hong Kong was always not the vanguard in political

reform.

In the result, it is evident that the respondent mainly focuses on how the social unrest can minimize the damage
to their interest. They dislike political confutation, reject social disorder activities and no violence. The most
important is no illegal behaviors. It might be because they do not want society to stop operating because of
the political and social movements. Moreover, the middle class in Hong Kong believes in self-effort rather
than the value of dependency. In the study, the respondents seem to be "seniors" to provide some suggestions
to the juniors, one of our interviewees said, "Dear juniors, just do your best in your responsibilities, and you
will get promoted, and your salary will be upgraded. You can buy everything you want at that time." Therefore,

middle-class people believe in self-effort rather than the values of dependency, and they think that people
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should follow the political trend to be good people and work hard in society. Not having some disruptive
behavior and leading the society to become a "bad Hong Kong." The respondents may have these thoughts.
After all, they are not dependent on the government's welfare regarding their careers, and most of them are
successful in their careers. They do not believe they need the autonomy and power to design their political
blueprint and shape a political future (Lui, 2003). They only seek to secure their interests within the social
unrest. However, it still has exceptions; some of the respondents think the social unrest at the time was an
unfortunate movement because they think the real reason may be that Hong Kong's housing prices are so high
that it is difficult for young people to buy their houses. However, the respondents with these types of thoughts
are mainly from respondents with no government working background. On the contrary, the respondents with

a government working background mainly focus on the impact of the social unrest.

While some scholars argue that a sense of system dependence often leads individuals to support authorities
that represent the existing system, this is not the case for the middle class in Hong Kong (Kay &Friesen, 2001).

Their primary focus is securing and protecting their interests amidst the social unrest.

Contrary to popular belief, the lack of political activism among the Hong Kong middle class is not a result of
a culture of dependency. Instead, it can be attributed to their largely conservative nature and low political
profile. The middle class in Hong Kong tends to be satisfied with the status quo and is less inclined to actively

engage in political movements or advocate for significant political reforms.

Aside from this, system dependence also plays an essential role in this study. The social institutions vary
significantly in how much they control the people's lives. For example, the effects of an illegitimately run
clinic might be severe, while a poorly run shopping mall might affect the clinic's patients very little. Under
the system-justification theory, for patients, the legitimacy of their clinic is more important psychologically
than the legitimacy of other systems on which they are relatively less dependent. This means that the People

who are satisfied with their focus will only care about the other policies a little. Therefore, System dependence
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also supports authorities that represent the system. However, this kind of authority may be the government,

police, or the political leaders in this study.

While some scholars argue that a sense of system dependence often leads individuals to support authorities
that represent the existing system, this is different for the middle class in Hong Kong during the study. Their
primary focus is securing and protecting their interests amidst the social unrest. To the extent that people care
about belonging to legitimate social systems, threats to those systems should also provoke defensive reactions
and system-justifying processes. This exploration study research showing that people who feel threatened
respond defensively. Therefore, this phenomenon is similar to the situation in 2019 in Hong Kong; the people
who feel threatened will respond defensively to the other side. However, it is only valid when the people feel

threatened by their personal interests and securing their interests amidst the social unrest.

In this research result, and contrary to popular belief, the lack of political activism among the Hong Kong
middle class is not a reason for a country or government's dependency. The popular may believe that the
people who support the government may be patriots. Instead, it can be attributed to their largely conservative
nature and low political profile. One of the interviewees also mentioned that the education system of their
generation did not encourage them to talk or think about politics. The middle class in Hong Kong tends to be
satisfied with the status quo and is less inclined to actively engage in political movements or advocate for
significant political reforms. This lack of political engagement can be attributed to their narrow focus on their
interests. As long as their needs and concerns are met, they may not need to delve deeper into other policies
or broader social issues. This narrow focus often limits their political involvement and prevents them from

being at the forefront of political reform movements in Hong Kong.

5.2 Limitations and Conclusion
The research result may be undeniable and easily be seen, showing the perspective of the government
supporter, and it may be foreseen at the beginning when starting this study. It needs to be clarified that the

study aims to review the situation of social unrest and not comment on past social unrest situations. Therefore,
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it will not discuss the viewpoint or suggest social unrest because a neutral standpoint in this study is
fundamental. That is the reason for setting the topic of "exploration study" because it aims only to explore and
elaborate the perspective on social stability from the right wing. Nevertheless, it is a prominent research result,

but it can still find government supporters' expectations regarding the current policy.

When considering for a reasonable research approach, this research topics should be in more comprehensive
and mass research methods for a systemic academic research result. Nonetheless, the current research
approach is the most appropriate methods in an undergraduate level research project, due to the limited
manpower and professional background. Anyway, it is a truth about the six of the respondents in the research
cannot represent all the opinions to the group of people. These 6 of the respondents may not be the
representatives of their groups to express their thoughts and opinions, but they represent some of the thoughts

of the middle class in Hong Kong.

To put it another way, they have some commonalities, and they were the professionals and stakeholders and
culminated in the wealth. They get the prestige and social status and dislike significant social changes in HK
society. Due to their positive financial condition, they do not believe they must design their political blueprint
and shape a new political future. They seek to secure their interests within the social unrest. Therefore, this
Hong Kong middle-class group is mainly conservative and has a low political profile. The middle class in
Hong Kong cannot be considered the vanguard of political reform. Despite some scholars arguing that system
dependence may lead individuals to support the existing authorities, the middle class in Hong Kong primarily

focuses on securing their interests. Generally, it exhibits a conservative and politically passive nature.

Another way of viewing this situation, they still hope to provide constructive comments or suggestions to the
government because they want to improve society. They are not in zero political participation. They are just
not willing to participate in some mass political movement to pursue their expectations of the government.
Their limited political engagement and narrow focus on personal concerns contribute to their low political

profile. They may rely on a stable social structure and system. When the system suddenly breaks down or is
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out of their expectation, they will feel threatened by the system and respond defensively. Therefore, they

pursue long-term social stability.

[THE END]
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Appendix 01 (Interview Script Summary in Chinese Version)

Interview Script Summary (Chinese Version)
BhRRCER (FES%)
Coding:
Question = Q
Respondent = R

Respondent 01 = R1

Q IFEER RN E R BRI
RI A 12 A 10 986X

R2: A, WHZF

R3: BHA

R4: H

RS: —EHE e ARER!

R6: BEFEE

Q: RfTREE ?

RI:BFIEEFE > B —(E B AR ER S HEE - FEHETE
R2: WEFIBIFEABE LAVEME > S EEGR LHEE

R3: XA G

R4: NS5 H CE B OIFERIBUS

RS: —EZEHEAREE!

R6: BUFIIEI—E X
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Q: £ 2019 A EARBRTRER HAT > IR EEFAMTELS T ?
RI: FEDIEGHE/E

R2: YouTube #H#EHF S 5F5m > WhatsApp Bf4H— L3 EA -

R2: FELIBEGHEANRAS T

R3: AR R, E e B R 2 a2 -

R4: GEDZEBERE G o (HINE e 7P I EA ST Do E &S

RS: EHELIEGME S L

Q RGBS BN EABEKE ?

R1: Fal B 1 & R ZE N % A 5 i e AR ER AR RO (R AR 15 A & H C AT IRV
R & AR ©

R2: Had RyE Rt B — B H &N UL - VA IR GE A& - AR IR s
MRS -

R3: FEENERGHEIARES S EE CASGIISREER - Dk ECBEIE LVE
% Wl R EBERE NG EZ A B &g i H CHEENER - WRAEE - JAEE
HY

R4: Eid My H CHIR AN H CHIBURI LIS A S BAVEHITHY - #URERIEEIRE RAES - ARt
G BBECEEFMER > HELGREMIEFEE > HEFAMBUAE A A EILEEE MEIL

RS: WARECAS MR E A — LB AR - 1 — SRR — L EE i m iRy 15
MEZL  sEAMEEEEE SRGT AR EEFEIREBEZ AL > Ry LARE — R
REEVERVEE - RFEVEEE A 2R © [FERVE — B A B e A AT N B THER
BrAH - B IFRIAVER EAE R B ELEE S AT - SRR SIS AT HY ATNEDA S AR L i
B HRERL -

R6: Hewd RRIBFAH LG NZmi - B ERp L GBI A £ - RIS EEE Rttt
HRZEN M EEER—LHEE - EEEAHODE SN GHRAVEE > AlREg i —SHO=
BHMARIZRA - WAIMREPUEE RAEZE S5 -



Q: FHEFFEBNRECeEEEEITHI A LRREVFERE AT ?

RI: [FE > 5 H A gsEEEEE 0 A BRI L - AR bE(E R &2 B A REE CBUE
WGERERRI G L Bl e A = A g LR REUE

R2: %f > 2 AENE  “uncle auntie”

R3: T AN IIGHI A EEZFHEN, P E E k] DA% - JE(EMERES R - SRR
TERIFR R AR & this D Ze > SEIFEREA RS ERUE

R4: EAFEAMEFEEH, FEA—ELE S S, R AEER AN RS E S 15
AAEHTHY A AT & 8 R SR EUE - N NEES —SiiE - AREGEINIR - IREREHMENLS
it P2 N - FrCLA SRR AR R A AR H CIL5 A FR R e G BRI EUGE5—E - ATRERL T
A G EREAT PRI ESGR -

RS: FallE], HMEGEAFELAFEEN, METGETAENHACESESHVERA, HENAER
SCRFBURIL - R ARV R A AR

RS: B2, FEFABGEE R IATELE uncle auntie [FEE[FREEE—#E, ZIRA

R6: ARFRBELSAHEEE ARSI — 7 s MR B B b A8 AL - SR A AT AU (A REE e
[ 2 R

Q REEHEHE SRR BUARABRENS ?

Rl: HOCABRNSAGRIERCE » Hal Ry H CABSHIEE/NFHEA SR RFIREUE - [H2 gk

AL T I ERERF 2 - BRUCE ARV R FANTR - 45 RIER IR R B R BURH — R X - JHEE

PG R EFRWRECE - MEEHCAR THBUeHYy - BUat e B - REEREREHR - AF
FYZRAEGIAN YouTube 578 X Bi# WhatsApp BEAHT AREVE RS REEA I gl 8 T REAEZ 2L

ke[l T REECR -

R2: 1 FIAREIR A GRS - A5 T (LR B IO - FArsag s
F—FHE - R G UL GRFERE - R A0 E CEEN SR AT
— B BRI - RO SUER SRS T B - (XA TR L
AR -

R3: & - 1£ 2019 L& A ARAVIHEE - EHRFA —(ER REUE A FEIRAEIA LG AN FERUHE R - 8
B E— IR AN LG SZ R B C I R anhs ~ PARECREE - TE CANE G SZR &5
FHIER > NRER H O L &I MR EG R A — St B R G A L EABUAS

SKEVEERE > SCEERE E— S A TR Ny h) > NERER — A BT AR i i S A Rk
ARG OREIEATEHEA » FTARBARIEE L E R A AT ISR - AR BE ST THEARY
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s O AT G AREA RIS > (AP E R AE EARAAEA - BT RIS - R
LA F AR M BEAGEN > FILRKECAEZOUREEES - (L EGESiE HIRAVE
figg, At B T AT L T RREDS -

R4: FER R AZEERE T E » NAERIGRZBFEEE > TRV AEAS - fg—%
RE LEEN SR AT EBEA T 22 N — LR E R 28 - AT O RRA PTREPH (E 3 IR EE
HE - FEL A E — LR B R RESIE Y - BIANES R DU A LIRS - A o/ i S A LSO B R R
ARSI ARESEE R EIFE R - G A RESE - 2R — IR R T R PR
1 FTLABGR BAER A TA BIEHIATE M EE ARy -

R5: [E& - WRAHAEAFANLAEEREUEE RIFEREFERIERINGE - Rl R R g raOn I
HE > AFRE S A LR RREERZELG - B RSt G B EE R o E A 21
IR DL - & 22 A] AE— Lol (B e S A HE R BT Beg R\ R 22 20 H O RAY H YRR R -

R6: E 28, ®AGIIFEAREIY, BEERE - 8 H > IEHRary - RSy - JHER
B MR TSR R A ? IRIHR MY B CADTHBIIAL - BRI E UE A SRS

Q FrMREEE CR—ERTIRE A LELBEER I &R ?

RI: HIEE - TRt &S D HEATRE R AZ AT - ARAFEFNELATHE G R E R G HEE X
RIS RCIAUE ? FTLLRCEIS H C# i IR A —(EEEUE1LE EEEE R - ERGEBGRTEEE
SR ERERTAITE T

R2: WA » NAEIRBBUFHIEH I BERA R R - BEm SRRt At &~ o LEl o ik
SEHRBETE L Al I IR AL FIRIBUGTR 2 HER AR ER SR G E A - RS A - HEk
BRCEHEM R BUST R - AR PR EE -

R3: [AE - AR GHBEMSEGHIE - GELE ToREN - 2P B8 EREK  FAE
T EAR R ATHHP AT 2 EEE T AR LR - 408 - ZERIREEARTIRENEE
R WA ZIRIR > TSR - SR RA SR G ER - 2R HILE AT

R4: MR AEREAERIFEERE > BRI EIRE - BhE/D ] DU S — (i o s

TSR » POEE AR 1R T o] DU R S EEE - I R R e A S

BEEHEE o FTABGEE R —ERTEA - N R (h— (T R B > (E 1% 2019 WEFEHRL A &
AN e AT A B B A RS

RS: IR » AT ACH 5 A VBRI A (0B B L PR A BT - J A Sk B E R - it
RSB AR IR BBOATOR L » T oA S B B i A ] - R iU/ R -
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R6: F—EMRORST » FIMAR —Zbr S0 i H e O R 0o AT » SRPEIFET (AR 2 EHE B
ZERAL TS » FHEEREE S RIGBCE tARANE S - SRR TIFREEEME A - FrA3E ] LA
s (R R BT S BI B A E S iR -

A2 |
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Appendix 02 (English VVersion Information Sheet)

Information Sheet

An exploration study of social stability:

The perspective of the government supporter after the 2019 Hong Kong

You are invited to participate in a project supervised by Dr. Ho Ka Ki and conducted by Mr. Chung Chak
Hong, who are staff / students of the Department of Social Sciences and Policy Studies in The Education

University of Hong Kong.

The introduction of the research

Explore the government supporter’s view about social stability in their political view.
® What is “good Hong Kong” from their point of view?
® Why don't they want to have changes?

® What political issues will make them feel frustrated?

The methodology of the research

The researcher will conduct an In-depth Interview with the participant. Each interview will be conducted for
around 30-35 minutes. This research will not provide you with any personal benefit, but the data collected

will provide valuable information for academics on political motivation issues.

The potential risks of the research

This topic is related to the political issues in Hong Kong because the study will include some parts of the 2019
social unrest in Hong Kong. However, the study will minimize the risk of contrary to the National Security
Law. The study will be started from the view of the government supporter. The interview participant also
selected the people who will vote in the 2023 District Council Ordinary Election for the research sample.

Therefore, the study will not have any perspective from the insurgent person. And will not comment on the
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social unrest, only focus the perspective from you about the social stability.Your participation in the project
is voluntary. You have every right to withdraw from the study at any time without negative consequences.
All information related to you will remain confidential, and will be identifiable by codes known only to the

researcher.

Describe how results will be potentially disseminated

e  Theresearch will be only published as a thesis in the EQUHK, and will not disseminate to the public.

Only two people can assess the interview recording: the project supervisor and the researcher.
Only one person knows the identity of the interviewees: Principal Investigator, Chung Chak Hong

¢  You have the right to conduct the interview anonymously.
(If do so, you no need to sign the consent form. The researcher will read it to you, and you may agree
the consent in verbally. And the entire interview will be conducted under a pseudonym.)

Entered data will be stored on a password-protected file and a password-protected computer, while the original,
anonymized voice recording will be deleted on 1 December 2024, and no one can have a copy after 1
December 2024.

Permission will be obtained in advance from participants to voice recording in the interviews, and the
recording will be destroyed on 1 September 2024 and will not have any dissemination to different platforms.

If you want more information about this study, please email Mr. Chung Chak Hong
Or contact his supervisor, Dr. Ho Ka Ki

If you have any concerns about the conduct of this research study, please do not hesitate to contact the Human
Research Ethics Committee by email at hrec@eduhk.hk or by mail to Research and Development Office, The
Education University of Hong Kong.

Thank you for your interest in participating in this study.

Chung Chak Hong
Principal Investigator
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Appendix 03 (Chinese Version Information Sheet)

A BB R

HtgREMERGR © 2019F B ERBBUN i E B

B E N2 M RBEE LR REE @REE TR T R E MR E A ERELE
MERBURI RS RNEE/HE

Bt FE 51 B A A1

TEECEEUR P R R BT SR SR EnE 4 -
o FEMFIER - R "HEE, ?
o IR AR ?
o UPLLBUGHE e M M EEHEE ?

B 9% 50k
WFE N\ B S BB T TR AGHSE - FREHSR T T4Y30-3557 5% -

ERBTFEALA RPN RAME AN 2R - ERTTREEIS R BB A R A S A& -

a5t B A e JE B

BB EBNEUEREAAR - N AU e fR2019FEE B G S AR LA 7y

PRI > BT IORHE RN (TR ZE) HIRERIEZER (K o sZBTFORHEEUE SCRFE R AERIE - 3
RS BLE IR TR E2023FF e & — OB B PRI AR B ZERE AR - (RIL - B2 E R &S
ﬁ?)&iﬁ%?%ﬁﬁﬁ% W EAGeFemtt & E8S - RENEBUF R EHTETRENEE - B2HEX
W7eEERREY - R FEER RV MAEERERE - ATEMNTERERHRE

T2 EABEBEE - B ~N2F 720 WENEEMEEAERLEHRNIRE EAER
S BAEM A RER-NARRE FTHERKGGRE, - UERNEHEAENRAEGTE

At 9016 40 ] S A B FE G R
BFFERR R g LSOV A e B B E REBER - A GRRGEE -

SRAMEA R DETETRT st LB M REIH RIS R S s -
RAE—EARBZGESD: BRI R R #EE
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o HMEERETIR

(MREEREY > CEFEFBEEAES - IR ARSHEEHE > GIUOHEEAMEES -
(EEGRER G LB T )

i ARVE R’ AL 2 IS PR HITE A 2 S ORiE AR RS L - 1 RIRAYE ek E R 2024 48 12
A 1 Bt > 2024 4 12 A 1 HREM AT FOEITSEIA -

IR E RS SINERE - SFERI2024E 12H 1 B8 - FEIEREEEHEE -

W TG E L FRIERV R E R, 57 B G E U7t S @R
oI ik & it B 25 Eif AT 2 B 1

W THERVIFRARTAEMER, ks Bl E B E RSN E RS R0 T % 8 &
& (B hrec@eduhk.hk ; stk & & Z05 KW FE B3 R S5 5 i ) -

f

st i ] 7 B 2 B E TH B O

R
HEE 8
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Appendix 04 (English Version Consent Form)

THE EDUCATION UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG
Department of Social Sciences and Policy Studies

CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH

An exploration study of social stability:
The perspective of the government supporter after the 2019 Hong Kong

I hereby consent to participate in the captioned research supervised by Dr. Ho Ka Ki
and conducted by Mr. Chung Chak Hong, staff and student of the Department of Social Sciences and Policy
Studies at The Education University of Hong Kong.

I understand that information obtained from this research may be used in future research and may be published.
However, my right to privacy will be retained, i.e., my personal details will not be revealed.

The procedure as set out in the attached information sheet has been fully explained. | understand the benefits
and risks involved. My participation in the project is voluntary.

I acknowledge that I have the right to question any part of the procedure and can withdraw at any time without
negative consequences.

Name of participant

Signature of participant

Date
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Appendix 05 (Chinese Version Consent Form)

BEHRBFRE
HERNBEBIRRAE R
SHEMREREF

HtgREMERGR © 2019F B ERBBUN i E B

ENUN FES2INHMREELAaTEE EERUTHVHEE M2
BRAFREHENEHERVI SRR RNV EL/ B A

AN BRfE L AE ST T A 1S- HY BB AT A R R W SR A2 il & R - A A N A HERE H C IR
R, AN EYE N ERHRE A B2 8 R

5T & TR AT I &Y A B 2D B 1R A A AE T 5 o3 Y R - A N B i W] AE o o B A B e AN
& H S BIEIH T 5

AN EE 8 T A REAE BT 52 M8 A o £2 Y T, I A {0 B 8 R E 2R HE T 5
FAGHEEMBEM R T EEENEZESRTEMEE -

ShE

S

H HH:
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