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Abstract
This study attempts to explore the belongingness of these Mainland immigrant youths after
living for more than 7 years. The different definitions of the politics of belonging affected their

emotional ties to Hong Kong, which in turn had an impact on their belongingness.

This study revealed that place of birth influenced some immigrant youths in establishing their
belongingness. As their identity are inherent, they were reluctant to claim their belonging to
Hong Kong, but to the mainland China. At the same time, it also leads to their less attachment to

Hong Kong, not the place but the resource, treating Hong Kong as a borrowed place and not
thinking of Hong Kong as home. However, some other immigrant youths became attached to
Hong Kong after living Hong Kong for 7 years and regarded Hong Kong as their home.
Although they were also attached to the mainland as it was the place where they grew up, their
emotional ties with Hong Kong had a positive impact on their belongingness. The positive
emotional connection to Hong Kong brought them closer to Hong Kong and created place

attachment with Hong Kong.
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Belongingness of Mainland Chinese Immigrants' youth in Hong Kong

- A case study of Mainland Chinese Immigrants' youth who graduated from same

secondary schools

1.Introduction:

Hong Kong has been referred to as an immigrant society. (Law and Lee,2007; Liu,1978).
Under the agreement between the HKSAR and the mainland authorities, 150 mainland Chinese
immigrant are allowed to settle in Hong Kong every day, resulting in an annual immigration
population of 50,000. In 2019, approximately 20% of the immigrant youth were under the age of
14. The difficulties in integrating into the local community for them are come from language,
lifestyle, living environment, education system, family economy (Home Affairs Department and
Immigration Department ,2023). These Mainland immigrants are a mainstream but special group
in Hong Kong. They share the same skin color and race as the local group but are culturally very
different. The relationship between Hong Kong and the mainland is both close and separate.
Although both are influenced by Chinese traditions, the colonial history has caused significant
social culture differences (Bhowmik, Cheung & Hue,2018). Some Mainland Chinese students
have described Hong Kong as ‘even more foreign than foreign countries’ (Yu and Zhang, 2016),
language barriers, differences in socialization, as well as conflicts and discrimination arising
from ideological differences makes even more challenging for mainland

Chinese immigrant youth (Lam and Chan ,2004).

Qualitative studies on the adaptation of Mainland immigrant youth in Hong Kong mainly

focus on newly arrived(1-3years) immigrants’ youth, highlighting the difficulties when they
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integrate into Hong Kong society and what strategies they adopt. Mainland culture as a
protective tool when they feel reject by the local community. Gu's (2011) research shows that
some immigrant youths create a Mainland Chinese cultural community on campus to strengthen
their connection with the mainland. This is due to the discrimination of their Cantonese accent by
their local classmates. Also, the school environment emphasizes English and considers
Putonghua as unimportant, which make these Mainland immigrant youths feel excluded, thus
resulting in a sense of isolation from the local community. Hue (2008) points out that students
from Mainland China adopt an elitist ideology to balance the "sense of discrimination in the new

rn

society, the loss of cultural support, and becoming an 'outsider' " and to establish a cross-cultural
identity. However, few studies mention the changes by these young immigrants after living 7

years.

Lam and Chan (2004) conducted research on the later stages of immigrant youth, pointed
out that group of immigrant youth who successfully adapted to Hong Kong and established a
sense of identity after coming to Hong Kong during their secondary school years. However,
despite their positive identification with Hong Kong and their willingness to further integrate into
society, they are still perceived as immigrants due to their accents, resulting in a Marginal Person
(p.444). Additionally, the research also points out the identity differences brought about by the
age. Child migrants(12 years old) are easier grasp of the local language without accents, easier
accept the local culture, and fewer connections to their hometown and memories, are more likely

to form an identity as Hong Kong citizens and be seen as Hongkongers (p.444) .
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The above research provides guidance and piques my interest in people who share similar
experiences. Youth who immigrate during their secondary school years may find it more difficult
to adapt to the Hong Kong society. This is because their rich experience of living in the mainland
has created an attachment to Mainland culture and to the place, thus strengthening the experience
of feeling out of place in the society when they living in Hong Kong. However, my personal
experience reminds me that these feelings do not mean that they are unchangeable. As a young
person who immigrated to Hong Kong from mainland China since secondary year, I have
experienced a difficult time in integrating into Hong Kong. It was not until recently that I found a
part-time job that I realized how rich Hong Kong's resources are for an individual compared to
the mainland. As well as joining the university's rowing team, I got local friends and felt like
becoming one of them. Now, I am enjoying my life in Hong Kong, and have developed

belongingness to Hong Kong as my home.

Moreover, there is still less qualitative research on Youth who immigrate during their
secondary school years. No one explore the belongingness of this group of immigrant youths
after living in Hong Kong for more than 7 years. Also, no research that explains why some of
these immigrant youths from the mainland are able to establish a sense of belonging while others

are not.

Therefore, this paper focuses on those Mainland immigrant youths who immigrated to Hong
Kong during their secondary school years and graduated from the same secondary school. What
is the belongingness of these immigrant youths after living for more than 7 years? And how do
they perceive their belongingness? The study tries to explain why some people are able to

establish belongingness toward Hong Kong while others are not under the similar background.
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This will provide more information about the lives of this group in Hong Kong and enhance the

understanding of the sense of belonging of this group.

2. Belongingness of immigrant youth: Place attachment and the politics of belonging

Belongingness of immigrant youth should be analyzed as a personal, intimate space, a place
that feeling of being "at home”, attached to, and rooted in a place (Antonsich,2010,646). where
home is a symbolic space that represents familiarity, comfort, security, and emotional attachment
(Hooks, 2009 as cited in Antonsich,2010,646). The home can be different, a country, a region, a
street or flat where they live. However, for immigrant youth, it is not easy to find a home in the
host country. Because the belongingness involves a personal "process of identification or
association with culture, people, places and material objects"(Baumen,1996), In this process,
immigrant youth often need to negotiate their life experiences in their hometown and host
country to help them answer the question' Who am 1?" Where do I belong? 'and 'where do I want
to belong'. This involves two dimensions, one is the place attachment, Immigrants feel the place

as a home. The other is the politics of belonging, the belongingness to a specific group.

2.1 Place attachment: Place as a Home

The first is place attachment, whereby immigrant youth feel the place as a home, refers to
the emotional connection between individuals and their place of residence (e.g., hometown or

city), including social bonds, feelings, and emotional space (Hashemnezhad, Heidari&



SHANG Kunming

Mohammad Hoseini, 2012, p.9). The life experience of immigrant youth in the place creates
feelings, and some emotions develop in the process, such as familiarity, security and visions,
sadness, depression, rejection, etc. These experiences create different emotions of migrant youth
towards the place, which affects one's self-identity, psychology, belongingness, etc.

(Bhabha,2014, p.69).

Moreover, Loader (2006, p. 210) pointed out that sense of security is important in creating a
sense of belonging. It is related to whether a person can enjoy the resources that come from an
identity or place, which may make immigrants youth identify the place. Research showed that
South Asians and Filipinos youths living in Hong Kong reported identification with Hong Kong's
social benefits. They valued their Hong Kong as their home, because felt safe and had more
opportunities living in the city, also valued civil liberties, which enhanced identification Hong

Kong’s identity and belonging to Hong Kong (Ng, Kennedy & Hue,2019, p.240).

Also, place attachment is also associated with visions, which involves the contrast between
hometown and host countries. For those who actively migrate, they tend to have higher
identification with the place. This is because the host country fulfills their life stories.
(Antonsich,2010, p.649). Chow (2007, p.515) also pointed out that the migrant motivation was
one of the important factors affecting belongingness of immigrant youth, those who are
immigrating to Canada for political and cultural reasons was linked to a stronger sense of

belonging.

However, place attachment is relevant to whether the immigrant have positive sense with
the place .When the place becomes important and meaningful to them, it leads to place

attachment (Shamai, 1999,as cited in Hashemnezhad, Heidari& Mohammad Hoseini, 2012, p.8 .),

9
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pointed out that economic factors are also important in creating place attachment, but not only on
the material perspective, but to make a person feel that he is connected to the future of the place.
Therefore, if people perceive the place unimportant, it will be very difficult to create attachment.
In turn, the lack of attachment will make it difficult for the individual to develop a sense of
belonging and identification with the local community (Hashemnezhad , Heidari& Mohammad
Hoseini, 2012,p.11). This is very similar to the previous situation of Mainland immigrants in
Hong Kong. Liu (1978) pointed out that early Hong Kong residents did not have a strong sense
of identity as Hong Kangers due to a prevailing immigrant mentality. They came to Hong Kong
for political refuge or to make money, without considering staying in Hong Kong permanently.
Therefore, they had little interest in the politics of Hong Kong as it was a temporary or borrowed
place for them. However, in the 1970s, with the rapid economic development of Hong Kong and
changes in governance by the British colonial government, the social environment significantly
improved (housing, economic conditions, social welfare, etc.). This improvement, along with the
comparison with the poverty in mainland China, led to the development of a sense of place
attachment and identification with the Hong Kong region, and the intention to settle and thrive in

Hong Kong.

This indicates that the formation of a sense of belonging is related to the immigrant mindset.
How immigrants perceive the place they are, will have different emotions to immigrant youth

and thus have an impact on the sense of belonging.

10
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2.2 Belonging politics of immigrant youth: the belongingness to a specific group

Belonging politics refers to how individuals perceive their relationship with themselves and
others in society, distinguishing between "us" and "them" (Bhambra, 2006, p.39). This is closely
related to cultural identity because it provides a sense of belonging to stable and identifiable a
specific group, guiding individual thoughts, actions, and existence (Butler-Sweet, 2011). Cultural
identity encompasses the beliefs, values, and worldview of the communities that share this
knowledge and is defined as an essential aspect of oneself (Adler, 1997). In the life of immigrant
youth in the host country, they often need to engage in the process of negotiating cultural identity
to reconcile their cultural differences. How they define themselves culturally and how they
interact with others in the host country greatly influence their self-image and sense of belonging
(Liu, 2015, p.29). Moreover, Lerner et al. (2007) pointed out that immigrants this does not mean
that they will completely give up their previous identity. Instead, they are used as explanatory tools
or templates to construct their personal and collective identities in the new society. Research has
showed that immigrant youth with Hyphenated identities who consider themselves as Australian-
Chinese play different roles in different groups, identifying as
Australians in the local community and as Chinese in the Chinese community and at home. Their
awareness of biculturalism allows them to play specific roles and thus fit into specific groups.

(Liu, 2015, p.32).

However, if immigrants feel rejected or unwelcome by the people living in that place, their

sense of belonging will be undermined (Jayaweera and Choudhury,2008). Immigrant youth who

11
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experience discrimination or are seen as "others" in interactions with locals may strengthen
their original country's identity, leading to a sense of marginalization or reinforcing their identity
with their country of origin. Immigrant youth often feeling in-betweenness due to their
perceptions of being simultaneously included and excluded by the local host community and the
migrant community, which complicates their self-identity. They feel they belong to a place, but

not recognized by the local people, thus creating a marginalized identity (Chaney&

Clark,2020; Dusi, Messetti & Falcén,2015) Also, Gu's (2011) study showed that mainland
Chinese immigrant youths who were discriminated against by their locals due to their Cantonese
accent were rejected as Hong Kanger. It made them strengthen their ties with the mainland

culture and reinforced their cultural identity as mainlanders.

Finally, citizenship can also play a role in the politics of belonging for migrants. Although
citizenship does not tend to produce a sense of belonging directly, but it can influence the
politics of belonging. It implies the right to reside or work in a country, as well as the right to be
a local, which is a manifestation of the politics of belonging. A study of Chinese migrant youth in
Australia found that their identification with Australia was based more on citizenship and length
of residence in Australia, whereas their identification with Chinese was based more on racial

identity and cultural values (Liu, 2015). In Hong Kong, ethnic minority youth use their Hong

12
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Kong citizenship to confront the questioning they face due to their racial identity (Karim and
Hue,2022). This suggests that citizenship has a politics of belonging in order to face the

uncertainty of belongingness of immigrant youth.

3.Research question

1. What is the belongingness of these immigrant youths after living in Hong Kong more than 7
years?

2. How do they perceive their belongingness?

4.Methodology

4.1 Research Method

Semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted in this study. The main focus was to
explore what is the belongingness of these mainland Chinese youths who migrated to
Hong Kong in secondary school years after a long period of residence. How do they
perceive their belongingness? The study aims to provide more information about this
group of migrants. Try to explain why some of them can develop belongingness to Hong
Kong and why others are stagnant. Semi-structured in-depth interviews are suitable for this
study, because it is providing more flexibility in the interviews and provide a greater
understanding of Belongingness from the participants ‘perspectives in their words and

context.

13
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4.2 Participants

This study interviewed five immigrant youth through personal networks, who migrated
from Mainland China to Hong Kong during the secondary school years. These five
immigrant youths graduated from the same secondary school in Sham Shui Po, which is
characterized by many immigrant students from Mainland China. The average age of
these immigrant youths was 23.6 years old, and they came to Hong Kong for reunion
with their parents through One-way Permits. Their average age when they came to Hong
Kong was 13 years old and they had lived in Hong Kong for an average of 10 years.
When interviewed, these immigrant youths reported having a good command of
Cantonese. However, They're at a different stage now. Four of the migrant youths are still
studying at the university and preparing to find a job, while one has already entered the

workforce. Consequently, their experience of belonging to Hong Kong may vary.

4.3 Data Collection

The data was collected in January and March of 2024. The participants were given the
choice of interview method, and some chose to be interviewed online, some in parks, and
some at home. All interviews were completed within a time frame of 20 to 60 minutes.
The participants also had the freedom to choose the language of the interview, and they
all opted for Mandarin Chinese. With the participants' consent, the interviews were

recorded.

14
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4.4 Research Limitations

Before reporting the results, it is important to recognize that the sample of this study is
small and not representative of all mainland Chinese immigrant youths in Hong Kong.
Moreover, the discrimination they encountered may not be obvious as they were in a
secondary school with a large number of immigrants students from Mainland. This may
make them have different feelings about Hong Kong from previous studies on Mainland
immigrants. Moreover, even though they grew up in the same environment, their life
experiences and feelings towards the place were different. Therefore, the study did not

limit the scope of their responses and emotions in a particular context.

Moreover, this is a qualitative study to provide more understanding and information on
the belongingness of these immigrant youths, and it is not aim to present a generalizable
result. As for the interviews, some young people reported their sense of belonging to
Hong Kong, but it was difficult for them to explain where this sense of belonging came
from. In terms of culture, almost all of them said that culture was inherited naturally, so

they did not give much information about the process of their cultural adaptation.

15
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3. Findings.

5.1 Basic information of interviewees

Name | Gender | Age | Year of Place of Can speak Current | Identity
origin
residence in Cantonese? Status
Hong Kong
Long M 25 11 Dongguan | V Working | Half Hong Kong
and half Mainland
Chinese
SITU M 22 10 Shenzhen | Student | Half Hong Kong
and half Mainland
Chinese
SHAN | F 24 |9 Shenzhen | Student Half Hong Kong
and half Mainland
Chinese
QI F 23 |10 Fujian \ Student Mainland Chinese
JUN |F 24 10 Sichuan Student | Mainland Chinese

A total of 5 immigrant youths were interviewed, most of whom grew up in southern cities and

have the ability to speak Cantonese. However, one of them grew up in Sichuan and did not speak

Cantonese when she first came to Hong Kong. Now, they all reported being able to speak

Cantonese, but in different states, with four still in University and one already working. Two

16
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reported that after living in China for more than 7 years, they still Belong to the mainland china
and considered themselves as mainland Chinese. The other three reported that they were half

Mainland Chinese and half Hong Kong citizens. They now preferred to living in Hong Kong.

5.2. No discrimination

Respondents indicated that they did not experience discrimination by local people and they have
well relationship with the locals. Therefore, for this group of immigrant youth, discrimination

may not be a factor affecting their belonging.

"I guess it's kind of part of them, I think we have a pretty good relationship, there's no
conflict. But the communication may not be that deep. Also, I don't think I felt excluded in their

group." (Situ):

"Hmm, during my time studying there, I had very pleasant and harmonious interactions
with them. I didn't experience any discrimination. I feel that the people there, Hong Kongers, are
quite genuine and friendly. They also tend to approach things with seriousness and

meticulousness." (Jun)

"The relationships are very harmonious, and there is no discrimination or avoidance of
sensitive topics, such as political issues, in our conversations. Our relationships are very close,

and we are able to have deep friendships." (Long)

"Based on my experience, discrimination is actually quite rare. Personally, [ haven't

encountered many of these phenomena." (Shan) "

17
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"My friend from Hong Kong, the impression she gives me is quite good. We've known each
other since secondary school, about seven or eight years now, and it has been going well. We get

along with each other. She has also made an effort to speak our language."(Qi)

5.3 Not Hong Kongers: Hong Kong is not my home

The two young immigrant students who still consider themselves mainland Chinese emphasize
the importance of birthplace and roots when describing their sense of belonging. In their view,
belonging is a right acquired at birth and it is unchangeable. Because they were not born in Hong

Kong, they are unwilling to claim themselves as Hong Kanger.

"Hong Kong is just a temporary place that allows me to receive better education and have
more job opportunities. Although I would feel unfamiliar returning to the mainland in my current
Status, it is still my root. I won't claim to be a Hong Konger just because I have lived in Hong

Kong for over ten years."(Qi)

"In fact, [ am not a local Hong Konger. I just consider myself as a mainland Chinese with a
Hong Kong identity card. I came to Hong Kong with my parents with the mindset of seeking

education."(Jun)

At the same time, in their descriptions, Hong Kong is just a temporary place for seeking better
development. Hong Kong provides them with better education and more job opportunities, but

due to their non birth in Hong Kong, the benefits they enjoy in the place are also seen as

18
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temporary in their eyes. Therefore, even after living in Hong Kong for more than ten years, they

still see themselves as mainland Chinese living in Hong Kong.

5.3.1 Low place attachment

Furthermore, in their descriptions, Hong Kong is not the ideal place for their lives. Some
negative experiences of living in Hong Kong have prevented these immigrant youth from

desiring to consider Hong Kong as their home.,

"For me, Hong Kong is just where my teachers and friends are. But if I have to live in this
place for a long time, I would still feel somewhat oppressed. Because I think the living
environment in Hong Kong is particularly small, and the pace of life is very fast. I personally
don't particularly like this kind of lifestyle, which also leads to my limited sense of identification

with Hong Kong." (Jun)

Jun feels oppressed by the fast-paced lifestyle and cramped living environment in Hong Kong,

making it difficult for her to identify with the place.

"Actually, my feelings about Hong Kong are okay. The food, scenery, and such don't evoke
any special emotions. But considering my current situation, I might consider working across the
border in the future. Work in Hong Kong and then live in the mainland. After all, housing in
Hong Kong is too small, but this is just a consideration. After all, cross-border arrangements

may present some difficulties.”(Qi)
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Qi, as she mentioned, sees Hong Kong as a temporary place for seeking better development,
where the convenience of cross-border activities allows Hong Kong to be seen as merely a

working place rather than a home.

The suppressed emotions of living in Hong Kong make these immigrant youth strongly desire to

return to mainland China, and Hong Kong is viewed as a temporary residence.

5.3.2 Culture identity: Mainland Chinese people

At the same time, in terms of cultural identity, their familiarity with mainland Chinese culture

and their differences from the local groups have led them to choose a single identity.

" Sichuanese, I feel like I'm just a mainland Chinese person holding a Hong Kong identity
card. Because I don't have much knowledge about the local culture in Hong Kong. Also, I am

more familiar with the culture and language of Sichuan than Hong Kong. "(Jun)

Jun mentioned that she doesn't have a deep understanding of the local culture in Hong Kong, but
she still feels a strong connection to her hometown's culture and considers herself to be from

Sichuan.

Qi reports that she still has differences with Hong Kong people, such as her good command of

English and a more to work.

20
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"I still lean more towards mainland China. Because there are still differences between me
and Hong Kong people. I don't possess some of their characteristics, such as excellent English
skills and their way of doing things. they are very fast-paced There might be some

variations."(Qi)

The cultural familiarity and cultural differences help Mainland Chinese immigrant youths

identify us and them, thus creating a monocultural identity.

5.4 Half Hong Kong and half Mainland Chinese.: Hong Kong is my home

Three mainland Chinese immigrant youth who have lived in Hong Kong for a long time reported
that they are both Chinese and Hongkonger. They have different views on the definition of
belongingness. In their descriptions, a sense of belonging is not inherent, but is related to the

length of residence living in the place.

"When 1 first came here, I didn't have a sense of belonging, I was very resistant to life here
because I didn't have any friends. I was not familiar with the things here. But after living here for
a long time, I met a group of friends in my secondary school with similar backgrounds, so I don't
resist the life here too much. After living here for a long time, I have gradually adapted to the
Hong Kong way of life, and slowly I have a strong sense of belonging to Hong Kong, and now [

actually think I am a Hong Kong Chinese. " (Long)

Long mentioned that he got the friends with similar backgrounds in secondary school made him
less resistant to Hong Kong. But, after his long time living in Hong Kong made him feel familiar

with the place and developed a sense of belonging.
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Situ was little confusion when it came to said he belonging to Hong Kong. He admitted that his
thinking was still more orientated towards mainland Chinese. However, his long-term residency
and the fresh memories in Hongkong made his more emotionally connect to Hong Kong. He

already considered Hong Kong as his home.

“To be honest, I am 23 years old now, and I have spent half of my life in Hong Kong. So [
think I am a Hong Konger. You can't live here for more than ten years and you still thinking you
are not qualify as Hong Konger, right? Moreover, The new memory and space makes me feel
more like home in Hong Kong, and the memories and impressions toward Hong Kong are deeper
than mainland. So, Hong Kong is my home. Objectively, I also have a Hong Kong permanent

resident identity card, so I can be Hongkonger." (Situ)

At the same time, he mentioned that he had obtained a permanent resident identity card, which
allowed him to become a Hong Konger. Having a permanent resident card represented official
recognition of his identity and served as concrete evidence of his belongingness and self-identity.
For immigrant youth, the identity and belonging are complex. when they confusion, citizenship
helps immigrant youth express their identity — they are both mainland Chinese and Hong Kong

citizens.

In addition to long-term residence, the recognition of the local community in Hong Kong also
helps mainland Chinese immigrant youth to strengthen their belongingness to Hong Kong, as
Shan mentioned that she considered herself as a Hong Kong citizen when she entered the
university. Because she felt more connected to the local people within the university, she had

more interactions with them. The friendly interaction with locals made her feel like she had
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become a part of them and truly integrated into society. At the same time, the recognition from
locals also signifies recognition of the immigrant youth's long-term residency. Through
interactions with locals, she wasn't treated as a mainland immigrant, which made her feel like she

was a part of Hong Kong and thus developed a sense of belonging to the city.

"[ think this sense of belonging was realized when I entered university. Because in
secondary school there were mostly new immigrants. But when I entered university, there were
more locals and 1 felt that I had really entered the Hong Kong society, and people were more
harmonious with each other. And in the process of integrating with them, they would not regard

me as an immigrant to Hong Kong. " (Shan)

5.4.1. Higher place attachment: Hong Kong as a attaching place

In contrast, perhaps because of their different definitions of belonging, these young migrants
mentioned more about their attachment to Hong Kong and the benefits of being rooted in Hong
Kong. They admitted that they could not give up their mainland identity because it was the place

where they grew up as children and had lived for a long time.

" Mainland China is another home for me, there is no conflict. I can have two homes.

Mainland China is the place where I grew up, and I have a sense of belonging to both sides.

“(Long)

"My mindset is still dominated by mainland. Although ['ve lived here for more than ten
vears, I've experienced a lot of things here. I can't forget that I am is the original identity of a

Mainlander, and then I accept the identity of a Hong Konger at the same time. " (Situ)
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"It's mainly a memory of my hometown, Mainland China is where I grew up. However, I can
communicate with people from both sides, so I am half Mainland Chinese and half Hong Konger.

" (Shan)

However, the comparison between Hong Kong and the Mainland China society provided more
visions for the mainland Chinese immigrant youth, thus strengthening their attachment and
belonging to Hong Kong. Now, that they are more familiar living in Hong Kong, these young

migrants given up the myth that return to Mainland.

"There are many loopholes in the labor laws in mainland China, which have led to a lot of
unfair incidents. Moreover, it is relatively difficult for citizens to defend their rights and they can
only accept these unequal and unfair treatments. In Hong Kong, those things do not happen. The
Government has done a very good job in terms of laws and regulations, such as minimum wage,
which are the rights that citizens should have. I am very satisfied with this point in Hong Kong,

so I think it make my sense of belonging to Hong Kong stronger and stronger. " (Long)

Long mentioned that he still lives in Hong Kong most of the time because Hong Kong is fairer
than Mainland China and provides him with better visions and protection. Comparing the two
societies, he felt a sense of security from the labor system in the Hong Kong system, which

strengthened his sense of belonging and identification with Hong Kong.

"The laws as well as the rules and regulations, the social welfare over here are so much
better than mainland China. That's why I choose to live here, not for any other reason, but for

myself and my family, my parents and my children in the future. " (Long)

24



SHANG Kunming

"In fact, I am quite satisfied with my present life. If [ were in China, maybe if I am not
welleducated, I might not be able to earn much money a month, and I might just be able to make
ends meet. But in Hong Kong it's different, I can earn more money through my own efforts, so

that I can lead a better life and improve my life quality” (Long)

Meanwhile, Long also mentioned that his situation would have been different if he hadn't
immigrated to Hong Kong. In mainland China, his circumstances might have been very difficult.
However, in Hong Kong, he is able to rely on his own efforts to provide a better future for

himself and his family.

"A month's work in Hong Kong is equivalent to two to three months' work in the mainland.
Moreover, I have been living in Hong Kong for more than 10 years, and I feel that I have already
adapted to this life, and the various systems in Hong Kong and the job opportunities and so on
are all very good, so all these reasons add up to enable me to want to continue to live in
Hong Kong. " (Situ)

The system and wage gap in Hong Kong provide them with a sense of security and vision,
thereby enhancing their desire to settle in Hong Kong and giving up on returning to the

mainland.

"[ prefer the work style in Hong Kong. They separate work and personal life very clearly.
They work seriously during office hours and won't deal with work after work. But in mainland
China, it feels like you have to respond to your boss or colleagues whenever, and it's hard to

separate life from work," (Shan).
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SHAN talked about the differences in work culture between the two places, and she appreciates
the work culture in Hong Kong more, which enhances her sense of identification with Hong

Kong society.

Moreover, in the follow-up interview, she considered that the work culture in Hong Kong

embodied a sense of boundaries between individuals, and that people did not interfere too much
in each other's private lives. Working in Hong Kong, she could experience more personal space
and freedom. On the contrary, the work culture in Mainland China makes her feel that there is a
lack of balance between life and work, and a loss of personal space. This made her identify and

love Hong Kong more, which led her to choose to work for a Hong Kong company.

When I asked her if she still wanted to go back to China. She pointed out that her family is here
and she would not want to go back alone. She pointed out that she had already adapted to the
culture of Hong Kong, and that the culture of the mainland was changing too fast for her to adapt
to it. This shows that her long time living in Hong Kong has made her adapt to the Hong Kong
culture and society, and made her feel familiar with Hong Kong, thus giving up the myth of
returning to the mainland. The sense of familiarity with Hong Kong created place attachment and

belonging to Hong Kong.

"I think I would choose to be in Hong Kong . I came to Hong Kong when I was a teenager
and it took me a lot of time to adapt, and then I have adapted very well now. If I go back to
mainland , it might be different from when I was a child .So, I prefer to live in a familiar

environment, living in Hong Kong. " (Shan)
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These Mainland immigrant youths have enhanced their identification with Hong Kong by
comparing Hong Kong and Mainland society. The long period of residence creates an emotional
connection with the place, and the identification with Hong Kong social benefit creates an
attachment which allow them identifies a meaningful life. They feel Hong Kong as a home a

place they want rooted in.

5.4.2 Hyphenated culture Identity: Half Chinese and Half Hongkonger

These immigrant youth reported Hyphenated Identity identities, where the life experience and

knowledge of both culture provided them with the ability to move in two culture.

"It's the feeling that you can talk to your friends in the Mainland but you can also talk to
your friends in Hong Kong as well. So there is a kind of half and half feeling. Mainland students
sometimes see myself as Hong Konger and were surprised that I can speak Mandarin. And,when
I'm dealing with local students, I don't have any problem communicating in Cantonese, and my
values are a little bit more like them. So [ feel like I'm half and half, I can communicate normally

with either side. " (Shan)

Situ believes that biculturalism is his strength, and that knowledge of both cultures will be able to

be an advantage because he knows more than someone from single culture.

"[ think it's half and half. I am not a complete Hong Konger, nor am I a complete
Mainlander. I have knowledge of both sides, and we know a little bit more than people from Hong
Kong or mainland China alone, because that's what we've personally experienced. So that's why

1 think I am half and half. " (SITU)
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6. Conclusion

This study focuses on self-report of mainland immigrant youth in Hong Kong. The study
may be different from the previously reported, that immigrant youth face cultural conflicts with
local in Hong Kong. These immigrant youths did not experience discrimination from locals in
their life experiences. This may be attributed to the presence of a large mainland immigrant
students in their secondary school, who have developed good relationships with the immigrant
youth, helping them to adapt the life in Hong Kong. By the time, when they actually enter the
local community, they have already learnt how to face confrontation from the local community.
It's maybe the environment they face more friendly, especially in adult community and with the
ongoing integration of Hong Kong and Mainland society. Some of the conflicts may be
overshadowed. In other words, it is also possible that Hong Kong residents have adjusted to the
presence of a new immigrant youths in Hong Kong society, especially after the year 2000(Lam

and Chan ,2004, p.446).

In today's society, there is a continuous influx of mainlanders coming to Hong Kong for
development, while many people from Hong Kong are also heading to the Greater Bay Area.
Cultural integration is ongoing, and the atmosphere of discrimination is not very severe. Hong
Kong's children are able to communicate well with mainlanders or new arrivals, which is not a

major obstacle. (Shan)

Moreover, this study is meaningful, I try to explore the belongingness of these Mainland

immigrant youths after living for more than 7 years. I found that the different definitions of the
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politics of belonging affected their emotional ties to Hong Kong, which in turn had an impact on

their belongingness.

Participants' different definitions of belonging led to different attitudes towards the place
they migrated from. The two immigrant youths who had no sense of belonging to Hong Kong
defined their belongingness more in terms of their origins and roots. So, in their eyes, they can’t
claim them as a Hong Konger. Although they admit that Hong Kong will enable them to have
better development, but their innate politics of belonging has built a passive immigrant mentality
toward Hong Kong. They see Hong Kong as a borrowed place for their personal development,
and Hong Kong does not belong to them, but to the local. This negative mentality makes the
immigrant youths think that Hong Kong is not very important to them and is meaningless to
them. As a result, these young immigrants are unable to recognize Hong Kong and have less
attachment to Hong Kong. Meanwhile, despite the rapid development of the mainland, there is
still a big gap between the resources enjoyed by individuals in the society. Therefore, this social
benefit between Hong Kong and the Mainland still makes them choose to work in Hong Kong.
However, if mainland develops better than Hong Kong, they may return to the Mainland. Their
life in Hong Kong may be meaningless, and Hong Kong is just a borrowed place to seek better

development.

At the same time, they recognized negative feelings towards Hong Kong and reported their
preference for mainland. They detested the fast-paced life and cramped living environment of
Hong Kong. Such negative feelings did not help them to develop an attachment to Hong Kong
and thinking Hong Kong as their home. Moreover, their familiarity with mainland culture and the

cultural difference with Hong Kong people still reinforces their identity with the mainland
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Chinese, thus distinguishing them from Hongkonger. As a result, these immigrant youths, after
living in Hong Kong for many years, are still unable to belong to Hong Kong and regard

themselves as Mainland Chinese.

However, the other three immigrant youths' different definitions of belonging led them to
have more positive emotions towards Hong Kong, resulting in attachment and belonging. Their
sense of belonging to Hong Kong was attributed to the length of residence, official documents
and identification with the local community. The politics of belonging is not innate, thus has led
these young migrants to develop a more positive attitude towards Hong Kong. Time has created a
sense of familiarity with life in Hong Kong for these young immigrants, thus making them feel at
home. At the same time, they reported a higher level of attachment to the place by comparing
Hong Kong with the Mainland society. They identified more with Hong Kong's work culture
(sense of propriety among people), the sophistication of the social system, and the resources,
opportunities and higher wages that Hong Kong provided them, thus recognize their decision to

migrate to Hong Kong with their parents.

As for cultural identity, they recognized more benefits of a bicultural identity. Their
understanding of Mainland and Hong Kong cultures made them feel empowered to move
between the two groups. Having a better future with further integration between Hong Kong and
the Mainland. However, they prefer Hong Kong because they are more attached to and identify
with the Hong Kong community. However, this does not mean that they will give up their life in
the mainland because they can still enjoy the benefits of crossing the border at any time due to

the closer distance.
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My research indicates that their different definitions of belonging have an impact on their
emotional connect to a place. When immigrant youth feel that a place is important or meaningful
to them, this positive emotional connection leads to create place attachment (Shamai,1999). But,
when the place is not recognized, it is difficult to develop a attachment and belongingness.
Moreover, it is more crucial that the belongingness and identification of these immigrant youth
from the mainland is derived from Hong Kong rather than Hongkonger. Therefore, the
belongingness for these immigrant youth from the mainland should be defined as a feeling of at
home (Antonsich,2010).
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Name | Gender | Age | Year of Place of Can speak Current | Identity
origin
residence in Cantonese? Status
Hong Kong
Long M 25 |11 Dongguan | V Working | Half Hong Kong
and half Mainland
Chinese
SITU M 22 10 Shenzhen | Student | Half Hong Kong
and half Mainland
Chinese
SHAN F 24 19 Shenzhen | Student | Half Hong Kong
and half Mainland
Chinese
QI F 23 |10 Fujian \ Student Mainland Chinese
JUN | F 24 110 Sichuan \ Student Mainland Chinese
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- A case study of Mainland Chinese Immigrants' youth who graduated from same

secondary schools

[ hereby consent to participate in the captioned research supervised by
Dr CHAN Kit WA, Anita and conducted by SHANG Kunming, who are students of Department of
Social Sciences and Policy Studies in The Education University of Hong Kong.

| understand that information obtained from this research may be used in future research and
may be published. However, my right to privacy will be retained, i.e., my personal details will not
be revealed.

The procedure as set out in the attached information sheet has been fully explained. | understand
the benefits and risks involved. My participation in the project is voluntary.

| acknowledge that | have the right to question any part of the procedure and can withdraw at
any time without negative consequences.

Name of participant

Signature of participant

Date

Project Title: Belongingness of Mainland Chinese Immigrants' youth in Hong Kong

- A case study of Mainland Chinese Immigrants' youth who graduated from same
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secondary schools

You are invited to participate in a project supervised< Dr CHAN Kit Wa, Anita >and conducted by<
SHANG Kunming>, who are students of the< Department of Social Sciences and Policy Studies> in
the education university of Hong Kong.

The introduction of the research

This paper focuses on those Mainland immigrant youths who immigrated to Hong Kong
during their secondary school years and graduated from the same secondary school. What is the
belongingness of these immigrant youths after living for more than 7 years? And how do they
perceive their belongingness? The study tries to explain why some people are able to establish
belongingness toward Hong Kong while others are not under the similar background. This will
provide more information about the lives of this group in Hong Kong and enhance the
understanding of the sense of belonging of this group.

The methodology of the research

A) In-depth semi-structured interviews of 20-60min will be conducted with participants. The
topics include migrants' mindsets, learning and living experiences, challenges and strategies
associated with integration, local and cross-border ties, and their future development aspiration.
Interviews can be online, depending on the choice of the respondent. All interviews were
conducted by Shang in Putonghua or Cantonese.

B) There will be no other direct benefits from participating in the research. The information
collected by this research will be used for academic research purposes only, and personal
information will be kept strictly confidential. If the participant has any questions about this
research, please ask the researchers immediately.

The potential risks of the research (State explicitly if none)
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Participants will be asked to recall their adaptive life experience and personal views, which may
cause emotional fluctuations. If participants do not want to answer or feel uncomfortable, they
can ask the researcher to stop recording and withdraw from the interview at any time.

Your participation in the project is voluntary. You have every right to withdraw from the study at
any time without negative consequences. All information related to you will remain confidential,
and will be identifiable by codes known only to the researcher.

Describe how results will be potentially disseminated

This research will be conducted anonymously to protect the privacy of participants. Access to the
data collected is for academic research only. All access content will be handled by researchers
only, and all data will not be disclosed to anyone without the consent of the participants and will
be destroyed within six months of completion of the research report.

If you would like to obtain more information about this study, please contact SHANG Kunming at
telephone number or their supervisor Dr CHAN Kit Wa, Anita at telephone number

If you have any concerns about the conduct of this research study, please do not hesitate to
contact the Human Research Ethics Committee by email at hrec@eduhk.hk or by mail to Research
and Development Office, The Education University of Hong Kong.

Thank you for your interest in participating in this study.

SHANG Kunming,

Student of the Bachelor of Social Sciences (Honors) in Sociology and Community studies
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Appendix V: Interview Transcripts

Name: Long

Date:2024-2-27
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