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The Library is committed to providing a friendly environment conducive for study and learning. We
are well aware that food and drinks may also play a role in study and learning when users need
refreshment or recess. On the other hand, food and drinks may damage library collections,
equipment and furnishings, attract rodents and pests, and disturb other library users. To balance the
preservation of library resources and the convenience and comfort of library users, the Library has
set up “The Lounge” (www.lib.eduhk.hk/info/services/lounge.html), an area for relaxation and
refreshment on G/F of Mong Man Wai (MMW) Library in accordance with Library Regulation 5.4, i.e.
“Food and drinks must not be brought into or consumed in the Library, except in area(s) designated
by the Librarian from time to time”. A new Library Food and Drinks Policy is also on trial for 12
months, highlights are as follows.

1. The Lounge located on G/F of MMW Library is designated by the Librarian to be the only library
area which allows food and drinks consumption.

2. Food items allowed inside the Lounge: Restricted to snack-size food items similar to those
provided by the vending machines installed in the Lounge.

3. Food items not allowed inside the Lounge: Anything which is hot, aromatic, smelly, juicy or
potentially messy is not allowed.

4. Drinks allowed inside the Lounge: Non-alcoholic drinks in cans, paper packs, bottles, disposal
cups with lids and other spill-proof containers. Water in spill-proof containers is allowed
anywhere in the MMW Library and the TKOSC Learning Commons.

5. Food and drinks intended for consumption by more than one person, such as large bags of
biscuits, crisps or big bottles of soft drink, are also not allowed in the Lounge.

6. The Library has the full authority to determine which food and drink items are appropriate for
consumption inside the Library.

7. Library users consumed food and drinks in the Lounge must dispose of litter properly and
immediately.

Details of the Policy can be found at: www.lib.eduhk.hk/info/about/food drinks policy.html.

We believe the new Library Food and Drinks Policy will enable the Library to provide a cozier and
more relaxing learning environment for our users. We will monitor the trial and adjustments will be
made if needed. For further details, please feel free to contact the Library’s Information Counter at
2948 6653.

Sidney Cheng
Librarian
6 June 2016
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Appendix: Food and drink items provided by the vending machines at the Lounge (subject to change
from time to time)
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