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• Instead of storing the pdf files, why not just provide a 
link to the students if the required articles or books 
are available in online databases?

• BUT make sure you are using a link that actually 
works.
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Which link will work?  Why can’t I just copy the link shown at 
the top of my web browser?

 Students may not be able to access the reading if you 

simply use the link displayed at the web browser for a 

number of reasons. E.g.

 The URL may include session data which will only work for a 

short period of time

 The article may be in a frame (a smaller window) of a web 

page and the URL displayed at the web browser may not be 

the correct URL for the article

 The URL may only work on campus and it must be modified 

so that users will be asked to login for remote access
3



Create a Link that Works for Embedding in Moodle / 
Regular Webpage

 Create the link that works in two steps:
1. Find the "Persistent URL" provided by the vendor 

○ For articles we directly subscribe and available on publisher's web site, use the 
DOI if available

○ For articles from third-party aggregated databases (e.g. Ebscohost, ProQuest, 
JSTOR), use the persistent link (the exact name will be different for different 
platforms: look for something like stable URL, permanent URL, document URL, 
full text URL, etc.)

2. Modify the URL to a format that will work no matter the students are on 
campus or off campus
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Step 1: Finding the Persistent Link
(a) Using DOI for articles on publisher's website

• DOI is available for all major publishers. If we subscribe to 
the particular journals, use DOI to create the URL.  
Examples of publishers providing DOI at article level:
• ScienceDirect (Elsevier) Journals

• SAGE Journals Online

• Oxford Journals Online

• Cambridge Core

• Wiley Online Library

• Springerlink Journals

• Taylor & Francis

• Emerald
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Step 1: Finding the Persistent Link
(a) Using DOI for articles on publisher's website

 Follow this format to build the direct URL using DOI to access the 
publisher's web site:
 http://dx.doi.org/ [insert DOI here] 

 E.g. if the DOI is 10.1016/j.jsp.2018.03.005

the URL will be https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2018.03.005

 But NOTE: this is NOT the final URL format for Moodle because students may 
be asked to pay for reading the article if they use this URL from off-campus 
(see Step 2)
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http://dx.doi.org/


Sample records from different publishers
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ScienceDirect

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/ar

ticle/pii/S0022440518300475/pdfft?md5=

95f78fb74ddb78911c5bf9482f3d03fc&pid

=1-s2.0-S0022440518300475-main.pdf

[Direct link to the PDF full text]

DOI

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2018.03.005

[Direct link to this screen]

http://0-dx.doi.org.edlis.ied.edu.hk/10.1016/j.ssci.2013.06.012
http://0-dx.doi.org.edlis.ied.edu.hk/10.1016/j.ssci.2013.06.012


SAGE Journals 
Online
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http://journals.sagepub.com/

doi/pdf/10.1177/0146167207

303025

https://doi.org/10.1177/0146
167207303025

https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167207303025


Oxford Journals
Online
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https://academic.oup.com/jpart/article-

pdf/24/3/651/17157361/mut082.pdf

https://doi.org/10.1093/jopart/mut082

https://doi.org/10.1093/jopart/mut082


Cambridge Core
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https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078412000
259

https://www.cambridge.org/core/service
s/aop-cambridge-

core/content/view/E5FDB83C8638765AA
7288206DBFBD3B5/S0266078412000259
a.pdf/englishlanguage_creative_writing_

by_chinese_university_students.pdf

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078412000259


Wiley Online Library
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/1

0.1111/1467-8527.00108

https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-
8527.00108

https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8527.00108


SpringerLink
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https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%

2Fs11159-017-9693-7.pdf



Taylor & Francis
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https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.20
18.1461620

https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2018.1461620


Emerald
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https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCED-10-2017-0026

https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCED-10-2017-0026


Next…
Modify the URL to a format that will work no matter   
the students are on campus or off campus by changing 
the first part of the URL 

from 

https://doi.org/...

to

http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/...
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Step 2: Modify the URL for Remote Access
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On-campus  access Off-campus acces

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2018.03.005 http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url= 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2018.03.005

https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167207303025 http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1177/

0146167207303025

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078412000259 http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url= 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078412000259

https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8527.00108 http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1111/

1467-8527.00108

https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2018.1461620 http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1080/

13562517.2018.1461620 

https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCED-10-2017-0026 http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1108/

IJCED-10-2017-0026

http://0-dx.doi.org.edlis.ied.edu.hk/10.1016/j.ssci.2013.06.012
http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url= https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsp.2018.03.005
https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167207303025
http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1177/0146167207303025
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078412000259
http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url= https://doi.org/10.1017/S0266078412000259
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8527.00108
http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8527.00108
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2018.1461620
http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2018.1461620
https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCED-10-2017-0026
http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCED-10-2017-0026


Step 1: Finding the Persistent Link

(b) Aggregated Database Platforms /In-house 
Developed Databases

Database Platform Look for the URL under these 
fields:

iSearch Permalink

Ebscohost
databases Permalink

ProQuest databases Document URL

JSTOR journals Stable URL
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iSearch
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http://search.proquest.com/docview/762467085?accountid=11441
http://search.proquest.com/docview/762467085?accountid=11441


Ebscohost Databases – "Permalink"
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http://0-search.ebscohost.com.edlis.ied.edu.hk/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lxh&AN=70286178&site=eds-live&scope=site&groupid=Test8
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.edlis.ied.edu.hk/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lxh&AN=70286178&site=eds-live&scope=site&groupid=Test8


ProQuest Databases – Document URL
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Tips: The Document URL, DOI 
and other details of the article 
are included at the bottom of 
the record

http://search.proquest.com/docview/762467085?accountid=11441
http://search.proquest.com/docview/762467085?accountid=11441


JSTOR – Stable URL
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http://0-www.jstor.org.edlis.ied.edu.hk/stable/4169433
http://0-www.jstor.org.edlis.ied.edu.hk/stable/4169433


Hong Kong Education Bibliographic Database
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http://bibliography.ied.edu.hk:8080/washkEN/detail?channelid=128933&searchword=id=2014122258ah
http://bibliography.ied.edu.hk:8080/washkEN/detail?channelid=128933&searchword=id=2014122258ah


Step Two: Modify the URL for Remote Access 
when necessary

• Modify the Domain (web server name) of the URL in the following 
format:

From 

http://www.xyz.com/xxxxxx.pdf 

To 

http://ezproxy.eduhk.hk/login?url=
http://www.xyz.com/xxxxxx.pdf 
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Related Notes for Chinese Databases
• Most Chinese Databases do not provide permanent links. In this case,  

you can find the Journal url from iSearch
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龔大胃,麥陳淑賢,金檀,劉力,. 網上評卷的實踐與思考:香港公開考試視角. 當代外語研究,2013,(8). 

Retrieved from http://www.lib.ied.edu.hk/cgi-bin/caj?KJYY

Example:
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This URL provides direct access 
to the Journal Level



After creating the persistent URLs, 
make sure:

• to test the link from on-campus to make sure it works 

• to test the link from off-campus in order to ensure that students can access the 
link from home. 

• your students have and know their EdU network username and password, as this 
is how they will be authenticated to access the resources.
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For Further Information & Assistance

• Contact Academic & Learning Support Section  at 2948 6653
• libinfo@eduhk.hk

Or contact your Departmental Librarian:

• https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/departmental-librarians/
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mailto:libinfo@eduhk.hk
https://www.lib.eduhk.hk/departmental-librarians/

